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UNFS UPDATE
September 2019

Upper North Farming Systems Newsletter

Roll Up Roll Up Roll Up….

Ruth Sommerville, Executive Officer
What a start to the 2019 events season in the Upper North we’ve had! The Mixed Farming Master
Class held as our Members Expo on the 1st of August at Booleroo Centre was the biggest Expo we’ve
had yet with over 120 people attending on the day. The feedback from the day has been great and we
hope that you all got some inspiration to take back to your enterprises and talk over with your team. As
we are all well aware Agriculture is a continually evolving system and we need the best information at
our fingertips to stay on top of it. I hope the Expo did that for you! Thank you to GRDC for the
funding to make the event what it was.
Welcome to the 2019/2020 Strategic Board James Heaslip. James has stepped up from the Operations
Committee into the Strategic Board and into the role of Vice Chairman. We look forward to the
passion and insight he will bring to the team. There are also a number of new members on the
Operations Committee as well. Welcome Bethany Sleep and Emma McInerney as Industry
Representatives, Tom Moten as Pekina/Black Rock Hub Rep, Paul Rodgers as Quorn Rep and Kyle
Bottrall and Tom Porter join Matt Dennis as the New Farmer Representatives. Nathan Crouch has
moved roles within the Operations Committee as well from New Farmer Rep to Nelshaby Hub
Representative. All Hub representatives are listed at the back of the newsletter and on the website.
Make sure you take the time to chat to them and give them ideas for what events or projects you would
like to see happen in your region or demographic. Feel your patch is missing a representative...then let
us know. UNFS is continually evolving and we are open to new suggestions.
We would like to thank Patrick Redden for his service to the Strategic Board over the last few years.
He has been a great source of knowledge and brought enthusiasm to all that he has been part of. Thank
your for your time and efforts. Thank you also to Leighton Johns for his time as the Nelshaby Hub
Rep. His knowledge of the region and the current issues were a great asset to the Operations
Committee.
We have had some great events since the Expo in August with Pulse Check meetings and Hub events
and there are more to come in the next 4 weeks. Full details in the following pages. Remember all
events are open to the general public and we encourage you to come along and bring a friend.
Adopting new ideas and technology is easier if you have someone to discuss the ideas with after the
event!
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Welcome Jamie Wilson
Jamie has joined UNFS as the new Project Manager. He will be working approximately one
day per week ensuring that trial work and project activities are undertaken effectively and
efficiently. He comes with experience across research and agri-business and will be a great
asset to the team.
Jamie lives in Adelaide with his wife
Meagan. His family is from the
Balaklava Region and he’s worked in
the Mid and Upper North through-out
his career.
Get in touch about one of the up
coming events or any ideas you have
for future activities.
Photo: Jamie Wilson with Matt Nottle at the Cover Crop Trial Site at Booleroo Centre.
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Weather Station Network Launch
Come Along to the Eastern Crop Walk on the
11th of September to learn more about our new
weather station network!
There are 16 SafeCom funded stations going in
this year with plans to build more in the future.
These will improve harvest danger index
management through out summer and improve
the quality of spray and frost management
information available.
AgByte has partnered with UNFS to install and
manage these sites.
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The Best of 2018—Crop Nutrition

Published 30 July 2019

GRDC’s Crop Nutrition Community of Practice continues to
be an important extension initiative for industry, providing
reliable information sourced from key research scientists
across Australia.
Throughout 2018, we published 46 articles (that’s a lot!). So,
we collected our most popular articles from this period –
those that best reflect the year’s seasonal conditions and
emerging issues. The twelve feature articles cover topics such as planning,
soil testing, fertiliser, nutrition and drought, and stubble management.
https://communities.grdc.com.au/crop-nutrition/the-best-of-2018/
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Barley Grass Resistance Testing
The UNFS Barley Grass Management Project
has been offered a dozen barley grass seed
resistance tests. Do you have a patch of Barley
Grass that didn’t die after you sprayed it? Or has
been hard to manage in the past? Contact Matt
McCallum to organise to get your seed to the
laboratory for testing.
Matt—0438895167 or
matthewmcag@bigpond.com

Membership Details
Have you paid your membership renewals and
received your 2018 Annual Compendium?
Know someone who should be a member but
isn’t (membership list at the back of the
compendium)? Get in touch with Kristina to
ensure you don’t miss out!
admin@unfs.com.au
unfs.com.au

Late-season glyphosate permit on feed barley
approved
Grain Producers Australia have advised industry that the APVMA has issued a permit for ‘Pre-Harvest
Dessication and Spray Topping of Weeds in Specified Barley (Except Malting Barley) with a permit expiry of 30
April 2020.
The permit extends the practice of late-season barley application on barley (feed only) from the original permit
issued on 2 November 2016. The permit will allow grain producers and traders to put appropriate plans in place
for the 19/20 harvest.
Producers are reminded of the importance of stewardship of pesticide products, including glyphosate. The
conditions of use, directions and restraints of the permit must be followed. Declarations of use may also be
required and complied with as directed by buyers and traders.
Grain Producers Australia would like to thank the APVMA for the timely
review and approval of this permit.
More information is available from Grain Producers Australia.
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Upper North Farming Systems
www.unfs.com.au
Check out our website for up to date trial sites and project details for 2019.
All coming events will be on the calendar and there are some great resources
up there for you to explore too!
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Disclaimer: “This article is reprinted from the AWI Beyond the Bale Magazine—September 2019”

https://www.wool.com/
globalassets/start/about-awi/publications/btb-80-september-2019.pdf
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Disclaimer: “This article is reprinted from the AWI Beyond the Bale Magazine—September 2019”
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There are some receival changes to be aware of prior to the 2019/20 harvest as it may affect how
you deliver your grain. These are in response to industry changes, end use customers’ needs, and
to ensure South Australian growers maintain market access.
The changes relate to wheat and barley:
Changes to wheat variety classification – From the 2019/20 harvest onwards, we will be
removing wheat varieties to be in line with Wheat Quality Australia’s (WQA) Wheat Variety Master
List. The varieties removed for the 2019/20 harvest have not been received into our network for a
year or more, if they are delivered this year, the highest grade they can achieve is feed. If you
have any concerns about these varieties, please contact your local Operations Manager. There
are some varieties that have been removed from the Master List which may be delivered this
harvest. To help growers prepare, we will continue to receive these varieties in their current grade
classification for this harvest, and they will be removed for the 2020/21 harvest along with
additional varieties WQA plan to remove from their Master List next year.
Imidazolinone (IMI) tolerant barley varieties – Due to potential market access restrictions in
some importing countries for Spartacus and Scope malt barley varieties with IMI chemicals
applied, Viterra will be implementing a declaration process for the 2019/20 harvest. Spartacus and
Scope varieties that have had IMI applied will still be received as a malting barley grade provided
the load meets all other quality requirements.
Feed barley grade name change – Feed barley F1 and F2 grades will be received under Grain
Trade Australia's (GTA) new grade name, Barley1 and Barley2 with new grade codes BAR1 and
BAR2 respectively, to align with the industry’s use of the grades for human and animal
consumption.
Glyphosate use on barley – Use of glyphosate on barley is no longer a permitted or registered
treatment, after the permit for glyphosate use on barley expired on 31 July 2019. Grain Producers
Australia has applied for an extension of the permit. It is unknown if the application will be
successful, or when a decision will be announced. Growers need to ensure that a permit is
reinstated prior to applying glyphosate to barley.
Glyphosate use on durum – Last year, Viterra notified growers that we would no longer accept
durum wheat with glyphosate applied after the 2018/19 harvest, following increasing feedback
from end users that they do not wish to buy durum with glyphosate applied. From the 2019/20
harvest, if a load of durum has had glyphosate applied, the highest grade it can achieve is feed.

If you have questions regarding any of these topics, please do not hesitate to contact your
local Operations Manager.
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“Something to Read”
An Excerpt From: Farming To Profit Focusing On The Drivers Of Profit In Local
Farming Systems. Do We Need To Concentrate On
Cost Of Production?
Author: Rod Grieve (Agricultural Consultant) | Date: 12 Feb 2019

TAKE HOME MESSAGES
• Operating costs per hectare have risen over time substantially, increasing the financial risk
to your business.
• Cost of production analysis is difficult to achieve in a mixed enterprise farming business due
to interactions between enterprises and ‘known unknowns’.
• When applying inputs, in particular N, maximum expected profit is reached before maximum
expected yield.
•

There is generally a very wide range of input rates over which financial returns are similar.

• Once the precision of your decision is high enough to ensure a high probability of targeting
an input rate within the payoff plateau, further precision has very limited scope to improve the
payoff.
•

Managing a farm business is as much about minimising losses as maximising profits.

• Benchmark your business - measure your operating costs as a percentage of income – this
will tell you if your expenses are too high and you are placing your business at risk.
•

Time management and organisation are the key profit drivers.

DO WE NEED TO CONCENTRATE ON COST OF PRODUCTION? IS
IT IMPORTANT? WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?
Enterprise cost of production analysis within a mixed enterprise farming business is an ongoing
challenge. As with any biological system different farm enterprises are interdependent on each
other and removal of one or several enterprises from a business can have a dramatic effect not
only on the cost of doing business but more importantly on the financial returns. Trying to sort
out the value and contribution of these interdependencies between enterprises in any
meaningful way is a complex task and can sometimes lead to misleading conclusions. Most
importantly, analysis is impacted by what I term the ‘known unknown’; i.e. the final cost of
production for an enterprise is unknown until production is known; which in farming is something
that happens a long way into the future!
As a manager of a farm business is cost of production just a concept or something of practical
significance that can be used in everyday decision making? What exactly are you dealing with?
To address these questions let’s firstly look at costs over time.
Full Article Here: https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/grdc-update-papers/tab-content/grdc-updatepapers/2019/02/farming-to-profit-focusing-on-the-drivers-of-profit-in-local-farming-systems.-do-we-need-toconcentrate-on-cost-of-production
Disclaimer: “GRDC is a sponsor of the UNFS. This article is supplied and not endorsed by the UNFS ”

13

Photos Left and Above: UNFS Members Expo—Mixed
Farming Masterclass. Funded through GRDC
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The all new Viterra app

Making it easier for growers to do business
1 SITE SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Quickly access information about preferred sites
to help plan your deliveries during harvest. Site
information will include site updates, opening hours, segregations and cash
pricing.
2 LOGIN TO EZIGRAIN
Access Ezigrain in a secure, mobile friendly
format. Transact in an easy three step
process, check delivery information and
view tonnes in warehouse which can be
filtered by season, commodity and grade.

3 RECEIVE PUSH NOTIFICATIONS
Receive push notifications with details of
your loads once a delivery is complete so
harvesting decisions can be made based
on your recent deliveries.
Delivery information includes tonnes, grade, test weight, moisture, protein,
site delivered to and vehicle registration.

Download or update now at the App Store or Google Play.
Want more information?
Visit our website: http://viterra.com.au/index.php/viterra-app/
Viterra Operations Pty Ltd ABN 88 007 556 256
GPO Box 1169 Adelaide 5001 South Australia
Telephone +61 8 8304 5000 • Facsimile +61 8 8304 5377 • www.viterra.com.au
Disclaimer: The UNFS Update has been prepared in good faith on the basis of information available at the date of
publication without any independent verification. Upper North Farming Systems (UNFS) does not guarantee or
warrant the accuracy, reliability, completeness or currency of the information in this publication nor its usefulness
in achieving any purpose. Readers are responsible for assessing the relevance and accuracy of the content of
this publication. UNFS will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by reason of
any person using or relying on information in this publication.
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Ryegrass seed set control in canola – timing is everything

#111
Written by: Peter Newman

Michael Whitney was an opportunist. He just happened to be playing county cricket in England when all of
the Australian bowlers went down with an injury during the 1981 Ashes tour. He got the call-up to fill in
and play for Australia and he grabbed that opportunity with both hands, turning it into an Australian
international cricket career. Talk about timing!
Stopping ryegrass seed set pre-harvest in canola is all about timing. Sometimes the timing window
lines up, other times it does not. Glen Riethmuller, DPIRD Merredin has a knack for choosing the most
difficult, most labour intensive research trials to undertake. Between 2010 and 2013 he, along with Abul
Hashem and Catherine Borger investigated ryegrass seed set control pre-harvest in canola.
They investigated the practice of spraying under the swather as canola is windrowed for harvest
compared to crop topping (desiccation) spraying over the top of the canola. At the time glyphosate was
not registered for this practice and this research contributed to this registration. For this reason, these
research results were not made available until after the registration process was complete.
The researchers found that glyphosate can be effective either as a spray swath or crop topping
treatment and that the other registered herbicide, diquat (Reglone®) is sometimes effective when the
ryegrass is at the right stage but results were variable. Sometimes all of the ryegrass seed set control
treatments work, sometimes none of them work. Timing is everything.
Read more here: https://ahri.uwa.edu.au/ryegrass-seed-set-control-in-canola-timing-is-everything/
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8th October - 10am; Grain Bags and
Bunkers
12th November - 10am; Grain
Protectants
10th December at 10am; Aeration
Cooling
http://storedgrain.com.au/event/webinar-upgrades
-existing-storage/

Photos Below: UNFS 2019
Members Expo, August 1st,
Booleroo Centre. Barley Time of
Sowing and Fodder Options
Trials

“Websites to explore”
https://grdc.com.au/
resources-and-publications/
grdc-update-papers/tabcontent/grdc-updatepapers/2019/08/lentil-cropagronomy-sowing-to-harvest
https://grdc.com.au/
resources-and-publications/
all-publications/
publications/2019/frostidentification-guide-forcanola-and-pulses (a western
resource, but has excellent
images)
Disclaimer: “GRDC is a sponsor of the UNFS. This article is supplied and not endorsed by the UNFS ”
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Upcoming Events Calendar
September 2019
11
UNFS Eastern Spring Crop Walk
12
UNFS SAGIT Visit
12
Pasture Series Event, Jamestown
13
Nelshaby Sticky Beak Day/ Western Crop Walk
13
Pulse Check Event, Warnertown
17
Hart Field Day, Hart
18
Crop Science Meeting in partnership with UNFS, Spalding
18
Combatting Pest Weeds Event, Orroroo
18-19
Stepping into Leadership workshop WOTL
19
Jamestown Livestock Market
24 - 26
Yorke Peninsula Field Days, Paskeville
24 - 26
GRDC Grain storage demonstrations (Paskeville SA) -12.30PM
October 2019
8
GRDC Grain Storage Webinar Series 2019—10am
3
Jamestown Livestock Market
15
Spring Twilight Walk Hart
17
Jamestown Livestock Market
22-24
NSW Landcare Conference, Broken Hill
26
GRDC Herbicide Behaviour Workshop (Murray Bridge)
27 - 30
SA Landcare Conference, Bordertown.
28
GRDC Optimised Canola Profitability Roadshows
29
GRDC Optimised Canola Profitability Roadshows
31
Jamestown Livestock Market

Jamie Wilson 0407 796 202
Ruth Sommerville
Beth Sleep, Cox Rural
Steven Johns 0427 341 975
Rachel Trengove 0438452003
Sandy Kimber 0427 423 154
Craig Davies 0477 541 654
DC of Carrieton 8658 1260

Elaine Bussenschutt 88272040
ben@storedgrain.com.au

amy.harwood@bcg.org.au
Sandy Kimber 0427 423 154
nswlandcareconference.com.au
erica@icanrural.com.au
Janet Kuys 0477 017 325
Cummins 0427 008 469
Adelaide 0427 008 469

November 2019
14
Jamestown Livestock Market
28
Jamestown Livestock Market
December 2019
12
Jamestown Livestock Market

“Something to listen to”
GRDC PODCAST:
International Pulse Market Outlook: Peter Wilson, CEO, AGT Foods Australia
Pulse markets were thrown into disarray during last year’s harvest when India imposed tariffs on imports of
chickpeas and lentils. On this podcast Chief Executive Officer of AGT Foods Australia Peter Wilson tells us
about the current state of play in the pulse market in Australia and overseas.
Grain storage bunkers: Philip Burrill
From time to time a grain grower might be in the position of needing temporary on-farm grain storage. One
options for storing grain is a Bunker or grain pad. In this podcast Philip Burrill from Queensland’s department of
Agriculture & Fisheries’ post harvest team and a member of GRDC’s national grain storage extension team
discusses what to consider if planning to construct a bunker or grain storage pad.

Upper North Farming Systems, PO Box 323, Jamestown, SA, 5491
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UpperNorthFarmingSystems
Twitter: @UnfsNorth
Email: unfs@outlook.com
www.unfs.com.au

Upper North Farming Systems
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Contact Details
Strategic Board Members
Matt Nottle— Chairman — Booleroo Centre
matt.nottle@hotmail.com
0428 810 811

Operations Committee Members
Industry Representatives
Bethany Sleep
bsleep@coxrural.com.au
0448 602 743

STAFF

James Heaslip—Vice Chairman and Booleroo Hub Rep

Emma McInerney

james.h.heaslip@gmail.com

emma@agex.org.au

0429 233 139

0455 527 909

Joe Koch Financial Officer - Booleroo Centre

Jamestown

breezyhillag@outlook.com

Luke Clark

Spalding - Part-time

0428 672 161

clarkforestview@bigpond.com

Tuesdays/Thursdays

Matt McCallum Board Member - Booleroo/Willowie
matthewmcag@bigpond.com
0438 895 167

0429 840 564
Ladies on the Land
Jess Koch
Jessica.breezyhill@outlook.com

Barry Mudge Board Member - Baroota

0419 982 125

theoaks5@bigpond.com

Morchard/Orroroo

0417 826 790

Gilmore Catford

Jim Kuerschner Board Member
jgkuerschner@gmail.com
0427 516 038

catclub8@bigpond.com
0400 865 994

M: 0401 042 223
Administration and
Finance Officer
Kristina Mudge
Baroota - Part-time

Nathan Crouch

E: admin@unfs.com.au

crouchaggroup@outlook.com

0407 634 528

0438 848 311

Pekina/Black Rock

0428 356 511

E: unfs@outlook.com

Tuesday/Thursday

nathan.crouch@hotmail.com

awalter@topcon.com

Ruth Sommerville

Nelshaby Hub — Wandearah

Chris Crouch Board Member

Andrew Walter Board Member and Melrose Hub Rep

Executive Officer

M: 0438 840 369

Tom Moten

Project Officer

tom.moten@landmark.com.au

Jamie Wilson

0408 802 629
Quorn

Adelaide—Part-time

Matt Foulis Project Development Officer

Paul Rodgers

E: jamie@wilcol.com.au

Willowie/Wilmington

prodge81@gmail.com

matt@northernag.com.au

M: 0407 796 202

0429 486 434

0428 515 489

Wilmington

Andrew Kitto Board Member and Gladstone Hub Rep

John J Carey

Pulse Project Officer

ajmkkitto@bigpond.com

maidavale1@bigpond.com

Rachel Trengove

0409 866 223

0428 675 210

Spalding—Part-time

Kym Fromm - Public Officer - Non-Committee Member
Orroroo
fromms@bigpond.com
0409 495 783

New Farmer Representatives
Matt Dennis — Baroota
mattdennis96@outlook.com
0407 117 233
Kyle Bottrall - Jamestown
kbottrall@outlook.com
0438 896 096

Tom Porter
thomasporter9619@@gmail.com
0417 300 788

E: rachreid@hotmail.com
M: 0438 452 003

