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UNFS UPDATE 
Upper North Farming Systems Newsletter September  2019 

Also in this issue: 

¶Welcome to the team Jamie Wilson 

¶Eastern Crop Walk & Weather Station 

Network Launch 

¶Nelshaby Sticky Beak/ Western Crop 

Walk 

¶Pulse Check Event 

¶ Crop Science Meeting 

¶ Hart Field Site Field Day Program 

¶ Barley Grass Resistance Testing 

¶ Shearing Shed Design 

¶ Barley Glyphosate Permit 

¶ Ryegrass Seed Set Control in Canola 

¶ Pasture Series Workshop   

¶ Viterra Harvest Info 

¶ Orroroo Weeds Event 

¶ Factsheets, publications, websites 

and podcasts to check out 

¶ Calendar of Events and Contact 

Details 

Roll Up Roll Up Roll Upé. 
Ruth Sommerville, Executive Officer 

What a start to the 2019 events season in the Upper North weôve had! The Mixed Farming Master 

Class held as our Members Expo on the 1st of August at Booleroo Centre was the biggest Expo weôve 

had yet with over 120 people attending on the day. The feedback from the day has been great and we 

hope that you all got some inspiration to take back to your enterprises and talk over with your team. As 

we are all well aware Agriculture is a continually evolving system and we need the best information at 

our fingertips to stay on top of it. I hope the Expo did that for you! Thank you to GRDC for the 

funding to make the event what it was. 

Welcome to the 2019/2020 Strategic Board James Heaslip. James has stepped up from the Operations 

Committee into the Strategic Board and into the role of Vice Chairman. We look forward to the 

passion and insight he will bring to the team. There are also a number of new members on the 

Operations Committee as well. Welcome Bethany Sleep and Emma McInerney as Industry 

Representatives, Tom Moten as Pekina/Black Rock Hub Rep, Paul Rodgers as Quorn Rep and Kyle 

Bottrall and Tom Porter join Matt Dennis as the New Farmer Representatives. Nathan Crouch has 

moved roles within the Operations Committee as well from New Farmer Rep to Nelshaby Hub 

Representative. All Hub representatives are listed at the back of the newsletter and on the website. 

Make sure you take the time to chat to them and give them ideas for what events or projects you would 

like to see happen in your region or demographic. Feel your patch is missing a representative...then let 

us know. UNFS is continually evolving and we are open to new suggestions.  

We would like to thank Patrick Redden for his service to the Strategic Board over the last few years. 

He has been a great source of knowledge and brought enthusiasm to all that he has been part of. Thank 

your for your time and efforts. Thank you also to Leighton Johns for his time as the Nelshaby Hub 

Rep. His knowledge of the region and the current issues were a great asset to the Operations 

Committee.  

We have had some great events since the Expo in August with Pulse Check meetings and Hub events 

and there are more to come in the next 4 weeks. Full details in the following pages. Remember all 

events are open to the general public and we encourage you to come along and bring a friend. 

Adopting new ideas and technology is easier if you have someone to discuss the ideas with after the 

event! 
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Welcome Jamie Wilson 
 Jamie has joined UNFS as the new Project Manager. He will be working approximately one 
day per week ensuring that trial work and project activities are undertaken effectively and 
efficiently. He comes with experience across research and agri-business and will be a great 

asset to the team.  

Jamie lives in Adelaide with his wife 
Meagan. His family is from the 

Balaklava Region and heôs worked in 
the Mid and Upper North through-out 

his career.   

Get in touch about one of the up 
coming events or any ideas you have 

for future activities. 

 

Photo: Jamie Wilson with Matt Nottle at the Cover Crop Trial Site at Booleroo Centre. 
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Weather Station Network Launch 
 

Come Along to the Eastern Crop Walk on the 
11th of September to learn more about our new 

weather station network!  
 

There are 16 SafeCom funded stations going in 
this year with plans to build more in the future.  

 
These will improve harvest danger index 

management through out summer and improve 
the quality of spray and frost management 

information available. 
 

AgByte has partnered with UNFS to install and 

manage these sites.  

http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-yd/
http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-w/
http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-g/
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The Best of 2018ðCrop Nutrition       
             Published 30 July 2019 

GRDCôs Crop Nutrition Community of Practice continues to 
be an important extension initiative for industry, providing 
reliable information sourced from key research scientists 
across Australia.  

Throughout 2018, we published 46 articles (thatôs a lot!). So, 

we collected our most popular articles from this period ï 

those that best reflect the yearôs seasonal conditions and 

emerging issues. The twelve feature articles cover topics such as planning, 

soil testing, fertiliser, nutrition and drought, and stubble management.  

https://communities.grdc.com.au/crop-nutrition/the-best-of-2018/  

https://communities.grdc.com.au/crop-nutrition/the-best-of-2018/
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Late-season glyphosate permit on feed barley 

approved  

Grain Producers Australia have advised industry that the APVMA has issued a permit for óPre-Harvest 

Dessication and Spray Topping of Weeds in Specified Barley (Except Malting Barley) with a permit expiry of 30 

April 2020. 

The permit extends the practice of late-season barley application on barley (feed only) from the original permit 

issued on 2 November 2016. The permit will allow grain producers and traders to put appropriate plans in place 

for the 19/20 harvest. 

Producers are reminded of the importance of stewardship of pesticide products, including glyphosate. The 

conditions of use, directions and restraints of the permit must be followed. Declarations of use may also be 

required and complied with as directed by buyers and traders. 

Grain Producers Australia would like to thank the APVMA for the timely 

review and approval of this permit. 

More information is available from Grain Producers Australia.  

Membership Details 

Have you paid your membership renewals and 
received your 2018 Annual Compendium? 
Know someone who should be a member but 
isnôt (membership list at the back of the 
compendium)? Get in touch with Kristina to 

ensure you donôt miss out! 
admin@unfs.com.au 
unfs.com.au 

 
Barley Grass Resistance Testing 

The UNFS Barley Grass Management Project 

has been offered a dozen barley grass seed 

resistance tests. Do you have a patch of Barley 

Grass that didnôt die after you sprayed it? Or has 

been hard to manage in the past? Contact Matt 

McCallum to organise to get your seed to the 

laboratory for testing. 

Mattð0438895167 or 

matthewmcag@bigpond.com 

https://grainproducerssa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5551c5539d38b1030c0b38bc9&id=cd8ca1f4b0&e=9614202194
mailto:admin@unfs.com.au
unfs.com.au


 7 

Upper North Farming Systems 

 www.unfs.com.au  

Check out our website for up to date trial sites and project details for 2019.  

All coming events will be on the calendar and there are some great resources 

 up there for you to explore too! 

http://www.unfs.com.au
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Disclaimer: ñThis article is reprinted from the AWI Beyond the Bale MagazineðSeptember 2019ò https://www.wool.com/
globalassets/start/about-awi/publications/btb-80-september-2019.pdf  

https://www.wool.com/globalassets/start/about-awi/publications/btb-80-september-2019.pdf
https://www.wool.com/globalassets/start/about-awi/publications/btb-80-september-2019.pdf
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Disclaimer: ñThis article is reprinted from the AWI Beyond the Bale MagazineðSeptember 2019ò 
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Disclaimer: 

 

 

 

 

There are some receival changes to be aware of prior to the 2019/20 harvest as it may affect how 

you deliver your grain. These are in response to industry changes, end use customersô needs, and 

to ensure South Australian growers maintain market access. 

 

The changes relate to wheat and barley:  

Changes to wheat variety classification ï From the 2019/20 harvest onwards, we will be 
removing wheat varieties to be in line with Wheat Quality Australiaôs (WQA) Wheat Variety Master 
List.  The varieties removed for the 2019/20 harvest have not been received into our network for a 
year or more, if they are delivered this year, the highest grade they can achieve is feed. If you 
have any concerns about these varieties, please contact your local Operations Manager.  There 
are some varieties that have been removed from the Master List which may be delivered this 
harvest. To help growers prepare, we will continue to receive these varieties in their current grade 
classification for this harvest, and they will be removed for the 2020/21 harvest along with 
additional varieties WQA plan to remove from their Master List next year.    

Imidazolinone (IMI) tolerant barley varieties ï Due to potential market access restrictions in 
some importing countries for Spartacus and Scope malt barley varieties with IMI chemicals 
applied, Viterra will be implementing a declaration process for the 2019/20 harvest. Spartacus and 
Scope varieties that have had IMI applied will still be received as a malting barley grade provided 
the load meets all other quality requirements.    

Feed barley grade name change ï Feed barley F1 and F2 grades will be received under Grain 
Trade Australia's (GTA) new grade name, Barley1 and Barley2 with new grade codes BAR1 and 
BAR2 respectively, to align with the industryôs use of the grades for human and animal 
consumption.    

Glyphosate use on barley ï Use of glyphosate on barley is no longer a permitted or registered 
treatment, after the permit for glyphosate use on barley expired on 31 July 2019.  Grain Producers 
Australia has applied for an extension of the permit. It is unknown if the application will be 
successful, or when a decision will be announced. Growers need to ensure that a permit is 
reinstated prior to applying glyphosate to barley.    

Glyphosate use on durum ï Last year, Viterra notified growers that we would no longer accept 

durum wheat with glyphosate applied after the 2018/19 harvest, following increasing feedback 

from end users that they do not wish to buy durum with glyphosate applied. From the 2019/20 

harvest, if a load of durum has had glyphosate applied, the highest grade it can achieve is feed.  

If you have questions regarding any of these topics, please do not hesitate to contact your 

local Operations Manager.  

#table1#table1
https://viterra.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96d18b85c1fef514d313ffd95&id=63352a1e77&e=90ede31f66
#table_2#table_2
https://viterra.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96d18b85c1fef514d313ffd95&id=1666961705&e=90ede31f66
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ñSomething to Readò 

An Excerpt From: Farming To Profit - 

Focusing On The Drivers Of Profit In Local 

Farming Systems. Do We Need To Concentrate On 

Cost Of Production? 

Author: Rod Grieve (Agricultural Consultant) | Date: 12 Feb 2019 

TAKE HOME MESSAGES 

¶ Operating costs per hectare have risen over time substantially, increasing the financial risk 
to your business. 

¶ Cost of production analysis is difficult to achieve in a mixed enterprise farming business due 
to interactions between enterprises and óknown unknownsô. 

¶ When applying inputs, in particular N, maximum expected profit is reached before maximum 
expected yield. 

¶ There is generally a very wide range of input rates over which financial returns are similar. 

¶ Once the precision of your decision is high enough to ensure a high probability of targeting 
an input rate within the payoff plateau, further precision has very limited scope to improve the 
payoff. 

¶ Managing a farm business is as much about minimising losses as maximising profits. 

¶ Benchmark your business - measure your operating costs as a percentage of income ï this 
will tell you if your expenses are too high and you are placing your business at risk. 

¶ Time management and organisation are the key profit drivers. 

DO WE NEED TO CONCENTRATE ON COST OF PRODUCTION? IS 
IT IMPORTANT? WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT? 

Enterprise cost of production analysis within a mixed enterprise farming business is an ongoing 
challenge. As with any biological system different farm enterprises are interdependent on each 
other and removal of one or several enterprises from a business can have a dramatic effect not 
only on the cost of doing business but more importantly on the financial returns. Trying to sort 
out the value and contribution of these interdependencies between enterprises in any 
meaningful way is a complex task and can sometimes lead to misleading conclusions. Most 
importantly, analysis is impacted by what I term the óknown unknownô; i.e. the final cost of 
production for an enterprise is unknown until production is known; which in farming is something 
that happens a long way into the future! 

As a manager of a farm business is cost of production just a concept or something of practical 
significance that can be used in everyday decision making? What exactly are you dealing with? 
To address these questions letôs firstly look at costs over time. 

 

Full Article Here: https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/grdc-update-papers/tab-content/grdc-update-
papers/2019/02/farming-to-profit-focusing-on-the-drivers-of-profit-in-local-farming-systems.-do-we-need-to-
concentrate-on-cost-of-production   

Disclaimer: ñGRDC is a sponsor of the UNFS. This article is supplied and not endorsed by the UNFSò  

https://grdc.com.au/search?query=Author%3A+Rod%20Grieve%20(Agricultural%20Consultant)&personal=false&form=search&collection=grdc-multi&profile=_default&smeta_error_not=found&sort=date&utm_source=update_paper&utm_medium=author_link&utm_campaign=West&utm_term=R
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/grdc-update-papers/tab-content/grdc-update-papers/2019/02/farming-to-profit-focusing-on-the-drivers-of-profit-in-local-farming-systems.-do-we-need-to-concentrate-on-cost-of-production
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/grdc-update-papers/tab-content/grdc-update-papers/2019/02/farming-to-profit-focusing-on-the-drivers-of-profit-in-local-farming-systems.-do-we-need-to-concentrate-on-cost-of-production
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/grdc-update-papers/tab-content/grdc-update-papers/2019/02/farming-to-profit-focusing-on-the-drivers-of-profit-in-local-farming-systems.-do-we-need-to-concentrate-on-cost-of-production
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Photos Left and Above: UNFS Members ExpoðMixed 

Farming Masterclass. Funded through GRDC 


