
 

 

UNFS UPDATE 
Roll Up... Roll Up... 

Ruth Sommerville, EO  
How nice to write this after a couple of rainy days...fingers crossed for a few more over the weekend 
so you can read it with a cuppa and the sound of rain on the roof. It has felt like a long summer and I 
for one am very glad to have winter finally here.  
 
And what a winter and spring we have planned for you in the trial, demonstration and extension 
space...so get that post-em spraying done, make sure those lambs are marked and check your 
sheering dates...you arenôt going to want to miss a thing!  
 
We have some great new trials to visit. Two MLA funded Producer Demonstration Site Projects 
incorporate 8 different sites for you to visit and 2 intensive learning groups - ñLotsa Lambsò - looking 
at genetics and reproduction, and ñImproved Pasture Management Systemsò...you guessed it - 
looking at pastures, monitoring and managing them for increased Food On Offer. The first of the 
Lotsa Lambs workshops will be held in June, case studies for both will be on display at the TTT event 
in July and site visits will be a feature of the spring crop walks. 
 
Investigating the profitability of Canola in the Upper North has begun with funding from SAGIT. This 
will be a 3 year project delivered at 3 sites each year and we look forward to opening them up for 
inspection in Spring as part of our spring crop walks. 
 
Intercropping with dual purpose varieties will be investigated at Melrose, funded by the SA Drought 
Hub Orroroo Node with Penny Roberts from SARDI running the trial for UNFS. This will co-exist with 
a number of other pulse trials at this site and will be a feature of our members expo in September. 
We  also continue to work on crop pathogens with trials looking at Crown Rot management at 
Baroota and Septoria at Booleroo Centre.  
 
Regenerating Goyders Line sites will be sown in June with a great bus tour from Burra to Bird Lake 
visiting these and other pasture and grassland regeneration sites on June 30th. 
 
There will be a number of soil pits for you to visit and learn from through-out winter/spring, 2 in June 
with Andrew Harding near Melrose (date tba), one in September near Mount Robert and potentially a 
4th as part of our spring crop walk series. These hands-on site visits complement our suite of fact 
sheets, podcasts and technical reviews recently released...more inside the newsletter. 
 
And our feature showcase for the year, delayed by COVID, but back better than before ñTools, 
Technology and Transformationò will be held on July 14th at Melrose. It is a showcase of Ag Tech for 
all components of primary production in the region and will be a must attend event. Trade display and 
general attendance registrations now open. Free to attend and all welcome! 
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UNFS is Hiring! 

UNFS is looking for a Program Manager to join our team. This new role is a full-time 

position (potential for part-time for right person) based in the region working across all 

areas of the organisation, including Group Governance, Research Trials and Extension 

Activities. Follow the Seek link: https://www.seek.com.au/job/57181293  for the full 

details.  

The role is flexible both in its content and how it is delivered, so if you are interested in 

joining our enthusiastic group of volunteers, staff and RD&E Partners in delivering mixed 

farming trials, extension events and knowledge building opportunities to the farmers of 

the Upper North of South Australia please call Pinion on 1300746466 for the job  

description and a discussion of the details of the role. 

UNFS Commercial Paddock Update 
  

UNFS commercial paddock at Booleroo has been sown as a hay crop this year to get on top of some 
weeds. Big thanks to Northern Ag for letting us use their paddock to generate funds for the group.         
A massive shout out to those that make the season happen. So far the following has been undertaken: 
¶ Summer sprayed by Orrock Farming 
¶ Sown by Wayne Chapman and Phil Waters. 
¶ Rolled by Schwark Farming  
¶ Seed donated by Gum View Pastoral - Jesse 
and Joel McCallum. 

Another example of the volunteer effort that goes 
into making UNFS the amazing group it is. We  
cannot thank everyone enough for their  
involvement.  

https://www.seek.com.au/job/57181293


 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(This prize is usually drawn at the UNFS Members Expo but not available at 
that time in 2021. Prize was to be drawn at the Tools Tech and 
Transformation event scheduled in February 2022 but postponed due to 
COVID.  Member draw done by random generated number by Kristina 
Mudge, witnessed by Ruth Sommerville on 3rd May 2022). 

Soil Chat Podcast 
Beth Humphris 

Another UNFS resource óHOT OFF THE PRESSô!!! 

We were very excited to release our Soil Chat podcast and literature review a few weeks ago as part of our 
Soils Knowledge Project. These are two farmer friendly resources talking all things soil management in the 
upper north. If you havenôt seen these 
yet, follow the links below to have a listen 
and read.   

Podcast: https://bit.ly/3kAVszI 

Literature Review: https://bit.ly/3OV8ZjS 
 
Moving forward, this project will complete 
a total of 5 case studies all looking at soil 
management across the upper north. 
These case studies, along with a brief 
description are highlighted in the included 
table.  

The first of these case studies was imple-
mented on the 29th of April. This is the 
deep ripping trial which is aiming to ame-
liorate various sub-soil constraints by 
moving product into the subsoil via frac-
turing the hard pan. Keep an eye out on 
our socials for a video highlighting the 
finer details of what was done here. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3kAVszI&data=05%7C01%7CBeth.Sleep%40elders.com.au%7Cc4cbf737737b4b71cf6408da2d64b4bf%7Ca15d8e94c07b4b99bb5882059a91dceb%7C0%7C0%7C637872207837318210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3OV8ZjS&data=05%7C01%7CBeth.Sleep%40elders.com.au%7Cc4cbf737737b4b71cf6408da2d64b4bf%7Ca15d8e94c07b4b99bb5882059a91dceb%7C0%7C0%7C637872207837318210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4


 

 UNFS Event report -TTT Pre-season hub events 
Morgan McCallum ï Engagement Coordinator  

 

The first round of hub events kicked off in March as a plan, review and plan type of event. Four total events 
were held throughout the upper north region.  

7th March ï Young Farmers Hub  

This event was held in Jamestown with Steph Lunn presenting 
the findings from the UNFS Barley Time of Sowing trial. Jade 
Rose  joined via zoom giving a brief overview of the UNFS 
projects that were finishing up in the 2021/22 season.  

Guest presenter Mary OôBrien from ñAre you Bogged Mate?ò 
attended speaking on rural menôs mental health. Mary provided 
the group with some tips and tactics on recognising the signs that 
someone may be feeling a bit óboggedô and some great insight on 
how to manage these situations. ñAre you bogged mate?ò is all 
about helping country blokes talk about mental health and suicide 
while spreading awareness about depression in the bush. 

17th March ï Booleroo/Appila Hub  

The Booleroo/Appila hub met at the Appila town hall. The focus of this event was on livestock record keeping. 
Guest speaker Phoenix Livestock attended the event via zoom and gave all the attendees a run through on the 
web-based program and the Phoenix Livestock app. Phoenix Livestock enables you to collect cost of 
production information and turn it into usable information that you can act on. It interacts with the NLIS 
database making electronic tag reconciliation a simple process. 

Darren Pech from Elders Jamestown also presented the findings on the UNFS Cover Crop project and touched 
on the aims and outcomes from this trial. Jade Rose also joined via zoom providing a brief overview of the 
UNFS projects that are currently finishing up this season.  

31st March ï Quorn & Wilmington Hubs  

The Quorn and Wilmington hubs combined for this event and 
held it at the Wilmington Oval Complex. Michael Eyres from 
Field Systems Australia attended the event and presented on 
the UNFS Micronutrients trial and touched on all things soils.  

Guest Speaker Miles Cockington from Podium Livestock also 
attended presenting on what their business can offer on stock 
management and merino flock profiling. Podium livestock is a 
company based on the Yorke Peninsula and encourages 
flock profiling to add to their marketing strategy to reach 
maximum value for a vendor's products, whilst refining their 
genetic gain. Podium can provide assistance to vendors with 
flock profiling information, set up, application and processing 
of data results. 

4th April ï Orroroo/Pekina/Morchard/Black Rock hub event  

Members met at the Orroroo football club rooms. It was a jam-packed event discussing all things ólivestock and 
data recordingô. Hub rep Tom Kuerschner gave attendees a briefing on the Production Wise web-based 
program and conducted a step-by-step example on how to use the program and what you can get out of it.  
Beth Sleep  presented on AgWorld and shared her experience using this data base. 

Beth also presented on the UNFS Barely Grass management trial and went through the key findings over the 
past three years and the outcomes that came out of the trial and some potential future work that is in the 
works.  



 

 AgriWebb then joined via zoom as the guest speaker giving a very 
in depth run through of both the AgriWebb website and the app, 
giving attendees insight on what AgriWebb does and how it can fit 
into their enterprise. AgriWebb is the singular digital platform that 
moves our industry forward. Our proprietary Livestock Enterprise 
Management solutions empower producers and supply chain 
innovators to visualize, connect, and leverage unique business 
insights to inform a more profitable, efficient, and sustainable 
future. 

6th April - Controlled Traffic Farming Day / Jamestown Hub 
event  
 

The day was attended by both local and out of area growers interested in controlled traffic related information 
and discussion on implementation, observed production change and recorded benefits.  

Edward Scott of Field Systems who articulated and explained the visual and laboratory analysed soil data 
from a CTF perspective. Two different pits were reviewed and discussed on site. Excellent insight and 
advice.  Luke and Scott Clark, the farm owners and UNFS members,  who explained their history in CTF, the 
reasons they moved to such a system, the changes they have seen and all of the pitfalls and progress points 
in CTF management. Great to hear from the practitioners on their own farm.  

Michael Eyres of Field Systems discussed general land management strategy for CTF including soil 
amelioration, management of residue, soil stratification and water infiltration / retrieval from depth. Wide range 
of interrelated topics that are important for CTF management. 

Upper North Farming Systems would like to thank Beth Sleep for her valuable soil insights and contribution 
during the afternoon. An excellent day at a difficult time of the year for growers to find the time to attend. 
Thank you also to Luke and Scott Clark for organising the event.  

 
29th April - Deep Ripping Demonstration / Melrose Hub event  

This event was held as a paddock session (near Melrose 
SA). Attendees observed and learnt from industry reps 
from Soil Systems Australia and WSB Distributors, 
Jamestown about the new Agrowplow machine and the 
implementation of deep ripping. The farmer implementing 
this deep ripping trial mentioned this was the first time 
theyôd attempting doing anything like this.  

The Sales Manager from WSB Distributors spoke to the 
growers in attendance about the advantages of using the 
Agrowplow if deep ripping needs to be implemented on 
farm, providing an on site demonstration.  

Upper North Farming Systems would like to thank all of 
the contributors on the day; Elders Jamestown, Field 
Systems , WSB Distributors , Peats Soil and Garden 
Supplies and Penrice Quarry & Mineral that made this 
demonstration possible.  



 

 Event ReportðUNFS Producer Tech   Uptake  
Jessica Koch 

The last Producer Tech Uptake Workshop was held at Laura on the 29th March. It was fantastic to hold this final event 
face to face. Of the five workshops in total for this project, two were held via Zoom, two face to face, and another one 
as a combination of the two. Myself, Beth Humphris and Michael Zwar were happy to speak to an engaged and 
interactive group of farmers and industry reps keen to use precision agriculture to plan for the season ahead. I spoke 
about organising and interpreting precision ag map layers and how to follow a logical pathway when getting started 
with yield data. 

Michael Zwar spoke about the soil sampling strategies he uses 
and some of the ways that his clients have benefited when 
using the data for ameliorants for lime. There were some great 
tips on managing guidelines and boundaries too. 

Beth Humphris gave a ócrash course in soilsô, describing the 

basic chemical, physical and biological soil constituents 

relevant to grain growing. She discussed different soil 

techniques and how precision ag data could assist in choosing 

meaningful soil test locations that are georeferenced. Beth and 

I worked some variable rate fertiliser examples, demonstrating 

how to calculate rates for a VR map, and how to create a strip 

trial. It was fantastic to be able to speak to a local case study 

example ï the Baroota Fact sheet also produced for the 

Agrifutures project on the Dennisô 

property.  

 

                                              Precision Ag Directory 

Precision Ag Mapping Services 

AgTech Services Michael Zwar ï 0407 030 244 

Breezy Hill Precision Ag Services ï Jessica Koch ï 0407 986 557 

Agronomy and Soil Testing Services 

Crystal Brook 

Nutrien Ag (Kerin Agencies) ï (08) 86362336 

Platinum Ag Services ï (08) 86362467 

 

Jamestown 

Nutrien Ag (KLR) - (08) 86641108 

Elders ï (08) 86642300 

 

      This is a continually evolving document.   

                          If you would like to be included, please contact morgan@unfs.com.au 

 

Precision Ag Hardware, Sales and Support 

WSB Distributors ï (08) 86640101 

Pringles Crouch ï (08) 86672257 

Rocky River Ag Services ï (08) 86362772 

Flinders Machinery ï (08) 86672002 

Specialty Soils Services  

Ed Scott and Michael Eyres ï Field Systems 

Australia ï 1300 550 440 

Beth Humphris (Elders Jamestown)              

ï 0418 327 460 

 

https://unfs.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PrecisionAgDataLow.pdf


 

 Ladies on the Land Hub event ï Bubbles and Chats 

 

Ladies on the Land hosted their second ñBubbles and chatsò on the 12thth of April in Orroroo. This 
event was well attended with 57 attendees in total.  

Our first presenter, Emily Briggs spoke on her personal story of building a wool brand from scratch. 
She highlighted the struggles of launching her own business and what she had learnt, especially in 
the area of online business marketing. 

Our second presenter, Hannah Pech who is an 
ambassador for The Healthy Mummy brand, 
spoke about what her life is like as a mother of 
five children and how she started to run 
marathons to transform her health and life. 

Thirdly, Dr. Alice Nottle from Booleroo Centre  
explained how she navigates the balance of 
being a gastroenterologist specialist in a rural 
area whilst juggling being a mother and a 
partner on a family farm. Alice also runs óGood 
Gracious Gutô on Facebook which is a space to 

share information about all things gut related.  

Lastly Bec Redden shared her life growing up 
on a pastoral station and how she took her 
passion for sport and channelled her energies into playing football for the North Adelaide Roosters 
and the difficulties associated with playing a professional sport.  

The evening finished with light refreshments and nibbles and a tour of the newly opened           
ó5431 Collectiveô boutique which is situated in the main street of Orroroo.   

This Ladies on the Land event provided local women with an opportunity to socialise, learn from 
and spend time with other like-minded women, with many attendees indicating that this was their 
first time at an UNFS hub event, which they thoroughly enjoyed and gave plenty of positive 
feedback.  

Upper North Farming Systems would like to thank Landscape SA Northern and Yorke for funding 
this event and ó5431 Collectiveô for catering the event.  

http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-yd/
http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-w/
http://kondiningroup.cmail1.com/t/j-l-dhbdlk-pfukvdt-g/


 

 
Fact Sheet Launch: Precision Ag Map Layers to Think About Frost Differently 

We are thrilled to launch the second fact sheet 
publication in this series, developed and written by 
Jessica Koch, Breezy Hill Precision Ag Services.  

The precision ag fact sheets are designed to build 
confidence and digital literacy in farmers who are 
under utilising or not utilising current data and 
technology.  

This frost fact sheet outlines how to use affordable 
and easily accessible elevation data recorded from 
standard ag machinery to monitor and spatially 
manage frost. We hope this is a useful document 
coming into the 2022 growing season and sparks 
your interest or ideas to use precision ag data in 
other elements of your farming operations ï the 
opportunities truly are endless with data available 
at our fingertips! 

The precision ag soil fact sheet based at Baroota 
is also available on our website, for those looking 
to utilise their map data for soil testing. 

We are grateful to both the Dennis family at 
Baroota, and the Orrock family at Murraytown for 
providing the sites for analysis and being generous 
with their time and sharing of data.  

hese publications are funded by Agrifutures for the 
Producer Technology Uptake Project and the 
GRDC for the Frost Extension Project.  

You can access this fact sheet via the UNFS 
website: publications 

 

 

 

Mid North High Rainfall Zoneð 2022 Key Frost Workshop  

Jessica Koch attended the 2022 Key workshop at Farrell flat on the 1st of April. 

The findings from the UNFS ñFrost in the UNò trial located at Todd Orrockôs 

property in Murray Town were presented in front of a well received group. This 

was the final wrap up from this project.  

 

UNFS thank all of the contributors that were involved within this trial.  

https://unfs.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PrecisionAgData_FrostDigital.pdf


 

   

Youôre invited  

Producer Demonstration Site ï Upper North Farming Systems 

Lotsa Lambs ï Improving Reproduction Success 

 
UNFS has partnered with MLA to deliver this PDS program which supports producers to adapt, validate and 

demonstrate the business value of integrating new management practices/skills into their local farming systems. 

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǘǎŀ [ŀƳōǎ t5{ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
This UNFS project will demonstrate that of adoption of best practice management strategies can improve  
reproductive performance of sheep flocks in the Upper North of South Australia. The project will focus on  
adopting pregnancy scanning for multiples and early/late, selective management of pregnant ewes in  
containment, smaller mob size at lambing and genetic selection. 

 

Whatôs on the agenda?  
Guest speakers Michelle Cousins, Cousins Merino Services and Andrew Michael, Leachim Stud 

¶ Defining a breeding objective  
¶ Merino Flock Profilingðunderstanding test results & how to use the information 
¶ Understanding Australian Sheep Breeding Values (ASBVs) and Indexes  
¶ Why use ASBVs when buying rams  
¶ Using the RamSelect app 
¶ Pregnancy scanning ewes, splitting twins & singles, and managing smaller mob sizes 
¶ Farmers are encouraged to bring DNA testing results along on the day 
 
Case Study from Alison Henderson who will give an insight into their sheep enterprise and share her 
experiences and a visit to their farm, 1km from Donôs shearing shed 
 

 

RSVP and for more information 

 
Rachel Trengove P: 0438 452 003 E: rachel@unfs.com.au 

WHAT   Workshop 1 

WHEN   Tuesday 28th June, 2022 | 9am till 12pm 

WHERE  Don Bottrallôs shearing shed, 448 Bottrall Drive, Appila 

5ƛǎŎƭŀƛƳŜǊΥ The UNFS Update has been prepared in good faith on the basis of information available at the date of publication without any 

independent verification. Upper North Farming Systems (UNFS) does not guarantee or warrant the accuracy, reliability, completeness or 

currency of the information in this publication nor its usefulness in achieving any purpose. Readers are responsible for assessing the 

relevance and accuracy of the content of this publication. UNFS will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising 

by reason of any person using or relying on information in this publication.  



 

 
UNFS Producer Demonstration Sites 
Morgan McCallum & Rachel Trengove  

 
UNFS has acquired funding from Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) for two Producer Demonstration Sites (PDS) in 
our region over the next three years! This is an exciting opportunity for our sheep producers to come together and learn 
through demonstration and extension of knowledge and skills. The PDS program is intended to support producer groups 
who have identified a new practice to improve business performance. The projects below were flagged by UNFS 
members as priorities for our region to explore and learn more about.  
 
PDS 1: Improved Pasture Management Systems run by Morgan McCallum  
The improved pasture management systems demonstration sites aim to demonstrate that a better understanding of the 
Food on Offer and the provision of a more diverse pasture for grazing can result in improved animal health and overall 
performance of sheep as well as: 
1. Demonstrate whether a mix of pasture species can provide more FOO than a monoculture and result in improved 
animal health and performance? 

2. Can satellite monitoring of pasture biomass improve feed budgeting? 
3. This trial will be over a three year period, with 3 separate demonstration sites per year.  
 
The demonstration site will have a paired sites approach, with two treatments next to each other, minimum of 10 ha in 
size each. the 2022 treatments are as such: 

¶ Vetch, Vetch/Barley mix. Location: Caltowie  

¶ Vetch, Vetch/Oats mix. Location: Melrose  

¶ Vetch, Vetch/Wheat/Canola mix. Location: Morchard  

Upper North Farming Systems thanks Richard McCallum, Kendrick McCallum and Alison Henderson for allowing us to 
have demonstration sites in their place. These trials cannot happen without the commitment from the landholders. 
 
PDS 2: Lotsa Lambs ï Improving Reproduction Success run by Rachel Trengove. 
 
 As a result of the impact of drought, ewe numbers are low both locally and nationally.  To facilitate the rebuild of the 
flock, it is necessary to produce more from the existing ewe base through maximising reproductive efficiency and 
minimising mortality. Seasonal conditions have led to many producers aiming for an autumn lambing to maximise feed 
available to lambs due to shorter springs and extended low feed on offer due to extended summer conditions. 
Producers are aware of the research that indicates higher lamb survival from twin bearing ewe flocks run as smaller 
groups at lambing.  Most are unsure how to best implement this strategy, particularly in a mixed farming system with a 
focus on cropping.  On the ground solutions and demonstrations are required for producers to be able to see how this 
strategy could possibly work in their sheep flock. We will have two demonstration sites in our region following 3 lambing 
cycles. These sites are located at Andrew Kittoôs property, Gladstone, and Alison Hendersonôs property, Caltowie. We 
will be assessing the cost:benefit of adopting management changes necessary to implement smaller mob size at 
lambing 

Many producers have adopted the strategy of feeding ewes in containment over summer and early autumn, often 
through much of their pregnancy.  Common practice for a Nov-Dec joining is a 7-8 week joining period, and a lack of 
pregnancy scanning resulting in significant variation in nutritional requirements of the ewes at any one time.  The 
adoption of a reduced joining period, early pregnancy scanning, scanning for multiples and condition scoring should 
allow targeted feeding of mobs while held in containment, and reduce problems such as dystocia due to over feeding 
of later lambing single bearers. We will have two sites demonstrating these principles over 2 lambing cycles. These 
sites are located at Caleb Girdhamôs property, Melrose, and Will & James Heaslipôs property, Appila.  We will evaluate 
the value proposition to managing ewes in containment based on their condition score and foetal number. All four 
demonstration sites will aim to improve reproductive performance of sheep flocks in the Upper North of South 
Australia. Over the three-year life of the project there will be multiple extension activities at these sites as a learning 
opportunity for UNFS livestock producers. The Lotsa Lambs project is made possible thanks to the commitment of the 
landholders mentioned above, their involvement is gratefully acknowledged and appreciated. 

UNFS registrations are open to come on board as a member of our learning groups and attend workshops and 
demonstration site visits.  

 
Contact: Morgan McCallum 
morgan@unfs.com.au 0459718181  or 
Rachel Trengove rachel@unfs.com.au 
0438452003 

mailto:morgan@unfs.com.au
mailto:rachel@unfs.com.au


 

 

 

ADM Grain Market Snapshot 
Nick Jordan  

World grain markets remain strong with ongoing demand across all commodities. Production wise, there is increasing 
dryness on the outlook for the northern hemisphere spring & summer, and adverse weather impacting Northern 
Hemisphere winter crop at vulnerable stages of development.  Parts of the US wheat belt are also suffering from 
ongoing wet conditions delaying planting. A few country by country reports are as follows: dry in France/Germany/
Poland/Baltics, good in Ukraine/Russia and mixed across USA/Canada/South America. 
 
India banning wheat exports has made headlines lately, the reasoning behind the ban is to increase food security/curb 
inflation locally. This follows an extreme heat wave which has already seen a significant cut to their wheat crop. In a 
normal year Indiaôs exports are insignificant to global supply but the situation in Ukraine and poor crops globally has 
changed that, there is also uncertainty as to how the ban will impact existing business. 
 
It is forecast that nearly 25 million tonnes of grains are currently stuck in Ukraine and unable to leave the country due 
to infrastructure challenges and blocked Black Sea ports. There was talk of Russia allowing Ukraine to export some 
grain (which caused a selloff in the market) in exchange for NATO allowing some Russian fert to leave the country, but 
given the current state of the relationship, this doesnôt look like it will come to fruition. Current prices hinge on the 
uncertainty of the Ukraine/Russia conflict, global wheat stocks are comfortable if Russia and Ukraine can return to 
exporting but will be very tight without them. 
 
An otherwise strong Canola market dropped from recent highs on concerns the EU will change biofuel mandates to 
reduce veg oils being utilised in fuel, this is in response to increasing fuel and food prices. For more info or to discuss 
marketing contact Nick Jordan on 0487 400 417 or the ADM office on 1300 123 236.  

           AGT appoint new Variety Support Manager for South Australia 

Australian Grain Technologies (AGT) is pleased to announce the appointment of Brad Koster as 
Variety Support  
Manager for South Australia, based at the companyôs Roseworthy Field Crop Breeding Centre. 
 
Brad commenced with AGT in early 2021 in an agronomy and marketing support role but has quickly been promoted to 
managing AGTôs variety awareness and technical support activities throughout SA. Brad will now be AGTôs primary 
contact for South Australian growers and agronomists looking for information on AGTôs wheat, barley, durum, canola 
and lupin varieties. 

Born and raised in the mid-north of South Australia, Brad has a strong background in farming, agronomy and  
agricultural sales. ñIôm very excited to take on this role and to have an opportunity to contribute to the continued  
success of a great companyò. 
 
ñI love the diversity that comes with the job, it covers variety marketing and promotion, seed production, agronomy, trial 
work and technical supportò. 
 
ñThis year we are bringing some exciting new varieties and crop types to market, and Iôm looking forward to getting out 
to field days and chatting to growers, listening to their feedback and using the opportunity to put my experience to use.ò 
AGTôs Head of Variety Support, Dan Vater, said the appointment was an important one to get right. 
 
ñBradôs a perfect fit for our company, with great understanding of the challenges facing SA croppers, excellent attention 
to detail and work ethic, and a genuine interest in helping farmers do wellò. 
 
ñHeôs a very friendly, approachable character and will be a great point of contact for farmers and agronomists in SA 
looking for information on our varietiesò. 

These articles are supplied by a sponsor of UNFS. 



 

 
Forum to showcase drought resilience-building initiatives  

Efforts to strengthen South Australiaôs drought preparedness and resilience will be recognised and discussed 
during a national forum next month. 

The Australian Governmentôs Future Drought Fund Science to Practice Forum ï to be livestreamed across  
Australia from 7-9 June ï will showcase activities and innovations to prepare the state for future droughts. 

The South Australian Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub will provide an opportunity for industry 
participants to engage in the Forum at the Hubôs headquarters at the University of Adelaideôs Roseworthy  
campus on Tuesday 7 June and Wednesday 8 June. 

This will be followed by a field trip by bus on Thursday 9 June that will visit sites of relevance and interest in the 
Mid North and Barossa Valley, including EzyBale at Freeling where hay and fodder production within a drought 
context will be the focus. 

Other sites to be visited include Turretfield Research Centre (operated by the Department of Primary Industriesô 
research division, the South Australian Research and Development Institute) where thermoregulation of ewes, 
strategies for managing heat stress in sheep, and sheep reproductive technologies will be among the topics 
discussed. 

Soil and production benefits from the use of mulch and compost in vineyards will be outlined during a visit to  
Pindarie Winery where lunch will also be provided. 
 

All these events, including the field trip, are free of charge and catering will 
be provided. To register for any of the three days of SA Drought Hub 
activities, go to https://bit.ly/3wCb4K9. 

Those who are unable to attend the in-person events at Roseworthy but 
wish to join the Forum online can do so by registering at https://
bit.ly/3NvSOrs. 

The program for the Science to Practice Forum, available at https://
bit.ly/3MCLKJC, includes presentations by SA Drought Hub partners and 
associated organisations, as well as a Hub video recently filmed in SA and 
featuring UNFS Board member and Elders agronomist Beth Humphris. 

MGA Crop Insurance 
 
Australian farms are unique businesses and come in all 
shapes and sizes, therefore a one size fits all approach 
doesnôt work and they require specialised crop insurance 
covers. Crop insurance policies come with many different 
cover and excess options. Being Insurance brokers, MGA 
has access to a wide variety of policies and insurers, 
enabling us to find the right crop insurance policy for your 
individual requirements. The crop insurance products we 
recommend are designed to protect the essential assets 
of your farming business and have been tried and tested 
over our 40+ years of business. 
At MGA, we understand that different crops require 
insurance tailored to your particular requirements. We 
source insurance quotes, negotiate terms on the clients 
behalf, place covers, make adjustments if required and 

assist in the claims process to ensure that our clients get 
what is fair and reasonable. 
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS: 
MGA has vast experience and knowledge in the rural 
sector and understand that farms have varying needs. Our 
Brokers will assist you to select the correct crop 
insurance products available to suit 
your requirements, including: 

¶ Broadacre crops 

¶ Forestry 

¶ Horticulture 

¶ Orchard crops 

¶ Viticulture 
Please contact your local MGA 
office to discuss broadacre or other specialised crop 
insurance covers or visit www.mga.com 

https://bit.ly/3wCb4K9
https://bit.ly/3NvSOrs
https://bit.ly/3NvSOrs
https://bit.ly/3MCLKJC
https://bit.ly/3MCLKJC
https://mga.com/our-offices/
https://mga.com/our-offices/


 

 Research Participant Information Statement 

Research Study Title: Predictors of Help-seeking Behaviours among Rural Farming & Non-farming Women 

ACAP HREC Approval Number: 870230522 

Researcherôs Name:  Ass. Prof. Fiona Ann Papps Ms. Liz Kirkby 

Researcherôs Relationship to ACAP: Employee Student (BPsychSci[H] 

What is the study about? 
In this research, we are exploring the factors that might predict mental health help-seeking behaviour in rural 
women. We will be focusing on how assumptions about gender roles, stoicism, self-stigma around seeking mental 
health help, knowledge about mental health, and distrust of mental health professionals affect attitudes towards 
mental health help seeking.  For this research, we are defining a rural woman as any woman who resides outside 
an Australian major city in either an inner regional or outer regional or remote or very remote area of Australia. 

Who is carrying out the study? 
Research is being conducted by Ms. Liz Kirkby for her Bachelor of Psychological Science (Honours) degree in the 
Discipline of Psychological Sciences at the Australian College of Applied Professions (ACAP). Liz is supervised by 
Associate Professor Fiona Ann Papps, senior lecturer in the discipline of Psychological Science. 

Who can take part in this research? 
You can participate in this research if you identify as a woman who resides outside an Australian major city. What 
this means, is if you live in either inner regional or outer regional or remote or very remote Australia as per the map 
below, you can complete the survey.  
https://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/home/remoteness+structure 

What does the study involve? 
The study consists of an online questionnaire that asks for demographic information about yourself, followed by 
questions asking about how you express emotion, negative feelings that you might have when you ask for help, how 
you understand mental health, how masculine or feminine you feel, and how likely you would be to seek help from a 
mental health professional. 

What types of questions will I be asked?  
All participants will be invited to complete twelve (12) demographic questions, followed by six (6) questionnaires 
(total of 85 items), provided in a random order: 

¶ ten (10) questions on your mental health help seeking attitudes 
¶ twenty (20) questions on how you express emotion 
¶ ten (10) questions about any stigma you may feel if you were to 
seek help  

¶ twenty-six (26) questions regarding your understanding of 
mental health  

¶ thirteen (13) questions about seeking help from a professional 
¶ six (6) questions about how masculine or feminine you feel  

How long will the study take?  
The study will take approximately 45 minutes. 

Will I incur any costs by participating in the study? 
The time taken (approximately 45 minutes) to complete the survey is the primary cost attached to participating.  

Are there any risks attached to participating in this study? 
n the survey, you will be asked about: 

¶ your identity, such as age, sex, gender, relationship status, and ethnicity  
¶ where you live 
¶ if you are a farmer and other farmer related questions  
¶ your attitude towards seeking help for mental health issues 
¶ how you express emotion and experience stigma when asking for help 
¶ how masculine or feminine you feel 
¶ your perceptions of mental health and mental health professionals 

Please contact: Ms. Liz Kirkby, ACAP student, email: 241476@my.acap.edu.au for further information or the full 
information sheet. 

https://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/home/remoteness+structure
about:blank


 

 
8 ways to get more from your farm insurance 

1.  Obtain more than one quote and compare more than just the price. Itôs what you get for your premium thatôs 
important.  

2. Have a professional explain what cover options are available in the market place, not just from your current 
insurer.  

3. Seek out an Insurance Broker to work on your behalf, to ensure you get your full entitlements when claims 
arise.  

4. Meet with your insurance provider to review and amend your policy at least once a year. 

5. Ask what discounts are available and how to access them.  

6. Donôt skimp on cover, research the replacement value of your assets and get them covered correctly before 
you need to claim.  

7. Perform a risk analysis of your business to find out where you are most vulnerable and take action to minimise 
those risks. 

8. Safeguard you and your business with important insurance covers such as Farm Continuation Expenses, 
Personal Accident & Illness and Farm Management Liability 

How an Insurance Broker can help you? 

By sourcing a number of quotes from reputable insurers and comparing covers. Insurance Brokers have access to 
industry specific policies not available to the wider market 

They fully explain what cover options are available and make recommendations.  

When claims arise Insurance Brokers come to the fore by providing advice and expertise in the process of settling 
claims and negotiating payouts with insurers. 

As Insurance Brokers they work alongside their clients, reviewing, advising and amending the policy, ensuring that 
you continue to hold the right cover, now and into the future.  

They ensure you donôt pay more than you have to by sourcing any discount options available from the insurers. 

Insurance Brokers assist clients with reference material, guides and/or online calculators to help establish values 
for insurance purposes.  

They can help clients to identify risks, provide advice on how to minimise or control those risk, which in turn may 
result in fewer claims and lower premiums 

Why should you use an insurance broker?  

The role of an insurance broker is to serve their client, by sourcing, advising, 
placing and maintaining policies on their clients behalf and to manage the claim 
process. Other parties associated with insurance products, such as insurers or 
insurance agents are commonly working for the insurance companies when 
transacting their business. An insurance broker has access to a wide range of 
insurers and is able to compare costs and covers from the wider market whilst 
giving their client one reference point to answer queries and manage their cover. 

For further information or to find your nearest MGA broker, go to www.mga.com 

UNFS Annual Expo  

8th September 2022 

This article was supplied by a sponsor of UNFS. 



 

 

Welcome to the quarterly Climate Kelpie News, part of the Managing Climate Variability R&D program. 
 
Now in its fifth funding period, the program is continuing to invest in climate forecasting research, services, knowledge 
and tools for Australian agriculture. This includes the Forewarned is Forearmed (FWFA) project, which aims to help 
farmers manage the impact of extreme weather events through better forecasting. 
 
The Climate Kelpie News and the Climate Kelpie website provide a wealth of risk management tools and information to 
help you with your farm business.  

A framework to explore climate risky decisions 

Farmers are regularly making climate risky decisions such as topdressing crops, adjusting 

the stocking rate of sheep, changing the ration for dairy cows before an expected 

heatwave and although these decisions have different context, they all share the same 

structure where a choice has to be made prior to the event and one choice is preferred 

under a certain set of future climate conditions. Many of these climate risky decisions 

involve tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars.  

Hear how a simple framework could help with making climate risky decisions > 

Whatôs with the rain and is there more to come?  
 
Whatôs with all the rain? Two La Ninaôs in a row is pretty unlikely right? Wrong. Itôs 
actually not uncommon for a La Ni¶a to occur in two consecutive years. But itôs also 
not just the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean becoming cooler than normal (a 
La Ni¶a) this year thatôs driving such wet conditions.  
Learn about how various climate drivers have worked together to deliver much of this 
rain >  
Farming with more than intuition 
Barry, whose farm lies outside of Goyder's line (highly variable rainfall and soil type), 
is always interested in the forecast but wanted to try to turn that interest into greater value 
as forecasts are only ever a small part of the picture. Through working with SARDI Climate 
Applications Principal Scientist Dr Peter Hayman they have develop the tool Rapid Climate 
Decision Analysis and been involved with the development of the new FWFA Extreme 
Outlooks.  
Read how Barry uses these tools and outlooks as part of the decision-making process >   
Better forecasts with the move from ACCESS-S1 to ACCESS-S2 
ACCESS-S supports the Bureau of Meterologyôs (BoM) multi-week and seasonal climate 
outlooks and with the second generation of the BoMôs ACCESS-based seasonal prediction 
system, ACCESS-S2, going live late last year, improvements to the forecasts have been 
made.  
 
Find out what changes have occurred and how they have improved the forecasts >  

  
Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) 
PO Box 5367 KINGSTON ACT 2604 Australia 

Level 4, East Building, 4 National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 
Telephone: (02) 6166 4500 Fax: (02) 6166 4599  

https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/Spq2qx4S8eAZUxHvxPBXJxlcXQzEahjtu3k2dAvmwXQx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2Fmcvproject%2F
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/ygAykYmbqdKwY7X70WPsI9g8A8KC5KGLewDxJwGcL9gx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2Fforewarned-forearmed%2F
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/Qp6zMMEgmJIxEfyvSJus57x5I6hIwoRbKxakae7Qjpgx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2F
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/TatjWWoj6onc1tg1gFxmBqjoMMi3oPqrZJYQOGxjUQsx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2F2022%2F03%2F29%2Fa-framework-to-explore-clima
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/AvCK3HewJ4448TuoWMPEGnX0apWNLWPqH6sh2VYiFEEx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2F2022%2F03%2F29%2Fwhats-with-the-rain-and-is-t
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/AvCK3HewJ4448TuoWMPEGnX0apWNLWPqH6sh2VYiFEEx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2F2022%2F03%2F29%2Fwhats-with-the-rain-and-is-t
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/y72qygMjKHwFGTfqyT65vjPYrabTbMxxJy6om53KTYQx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2F2022%2F03%2F29%2Ffarming-with-more-than-intui
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/bryiSBqhJRLvEKlMQ1zyY2LBq8ZLO4ophJZ4hXv3Wl8x/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bom.gov.au%2Fclimate%2Fahead%2F
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/bryiSBqhJRLvEKlMQ1zyY2LBq8ZLO4ophJZ4hXv3Wl8x/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bom.gov.au%2Fclimate%2Fahead%2F
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/kqGCFQNCLphXc4XZmS4ER9VT8wrrSrXWFovlOtN95yIx/xMifnbIBn0HQxI5pqxxx8UVbYnAxQ64dlxdbpX3ElNgx?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatekelpie.com.au%2Findex.php%2F2022%2F03%2F29%2Fbetter-forecasts-with-the-mo


 

 
     Dry times Podcast  

                                   

Spending every waking moment on a tractor right now?  
 
 
 

Then it's a great time to tune into the Drought Resilience Podcast. 

Listen to farmers from Orroroo, Eudunda and Keyneton and how they got through times of drought. 
These are warts-and-all conversations about the realities of dry times for farmers and some of the 
strategies that helped them along the way. 

All four of our podcasts are now available to check out here: http://tiny.cc/DroughtResilience 

This podcast is supported by the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board, through funding from the 
Australian Governmentôs Future Drought Fund and National Landcare Program. Thanks to Voice it SA 
and Talking Livestock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Weôd like your feedback on DR. STAT 

 

The Drought Resilience Self-Assessment Tool (DR. SAT) is a free tool that enables farmers to assess 

their resilience against climate change including drought and other climate risks.   

 

The survey should take around 10 minutes to complete, and is accessed by an anonymous link below. 

This anonymous link means that you cannot be identified through your response unless you provide 

contact details. Feedback will be presented back to the Department of Agriculture, Water and 

Environment in a report which may include anonymised quotes. 

 
Take me to the survey 
 
If you would prefer to provide feedback on DR.SAT via phone call - please reach out to 
help@drsat.com.au and we can organise a time to chat in the upcoming weeks. Your honest response is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΣ 5wΦ{!¢ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻΥ 
¶ Assess your resilience  
¶ Monitor your land  
¶ Climate projections  
¶ Monitor your land 
¶ And more in July.  
 
DR.SAT Support Team: help@drsat.com.au  

http://tiny.cc/DroughtResilience?fbclid=IwAR2Jqs_CnLHe3c4c22g0WkHqFH-Rj9-OyVvSGCBiwFqaOVxgtWWjoiwZAZc
http://tiny.cc/DroughtResilience
http://url2137.drsat.com.au/ls/click?upn=OCrIQXd1Lk5Ts3DlAnTmT8QCkmfxK2tfCn2Ou1ArH8eoniq68CSVN9MgkMJvfQCX4vGDHSa42nPlpFh2o55i6aoDnBPjWxUYdcDvYtm-2F5kw-3DkI8m_RhZds-2FZdPlKKjIVSGUeiwcxMH99eSpSbsu5OoSvilpHv66GM3Sfnlge5W3l4V-2FXbJU6ijuqK4h5KVQuKYAs8ou3OssaCf5OWB
mailto:help@drsat.com.au?subject=Feedback&body=
mailto:help@drsat.com.au


 

 



 

 
                 Moving Ag Machinery  
 
Are you a primary producer moving ag machinery on 
public roads? All South Australian primary producers 
and ag machinery operators can have their say on ag 
machinery movement via this short survey from Grain 
Producers SA as part of the Moving Ag Machinery é 
Made Easy! project.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete the survey : 

  
https://bit.ly/movagmach-survey  

 

Innovation Generation  

Farming is about long-term vision, challenging the status quo and building towards a brighter future. Now in its 15th 
year, the three-day conference for young farmersïInnovation Generationï will give young farmers, students, and 
agriculture professionals the chance to collaborate and learn alongside likeminded individuals.  

Award-winning speakers, innovators, and industry professionals 
from across the sector will come together to reflect on this yearôs 
theme óEmerging Agô; the latest and new approaches across all 
elements of farming. Whether thatôs creative ways Aussie growers 
are connecting with the community or looking at innovative ways 
to create additional revenue streams on-farm, there is a great line 
up of speakers ready to share new ideas and information that will 
help your journey in ag. 

Young ag professionals, students and farmers are invited to join 
us on 18-20 July in Sydney for Innovation Generation 2022.  
 
Book your ticket today at innovationgeneration.com.au  


