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WINTER UPDATE

Well, this is my first time writing our UNFS update
after stepping into some very big boots to fill.
Although Ruth has stepped away, she is still around
supporting and guiding, in which we are very grateful
for. Myself and Deb would again like to thank
everyone who has welcomed us aboard. 
 
I’m not sure how June is here already but we’ve had
another interesting start to the year with a late
harvest which went straight back into it. Rainfall has
been hit and miss across the Upper North. Across
both ranges, we have people finished seeding and
some just starting.
 
We have several events planned for 2023. Firstly, we
are holding our first ever “Regional Soils Conference”
on the 21st of June in Jamestown. This is a great
opportunity for the region for growers, agronomists,
researchers or those just interested in how to better
manage our unique soils. These types of events have a
great deal of effort and planning put into them so
please come along to support this event and hear
from some fantastic presenters.
 
Secondly, our Annual Expo is coming up quickly on
the 3rd of August. We hope again that this event can
bring something for everyone and the topics that
matter most for the season ahead. We will also be
having our standard Spring Walk events, with dates
to come soon. 
 
For those already thinking about harvest, we have a
Harvester Set-Up Clinic occurring on the 7th
September 2023. Hear from industry experts and local
growers on the integration of harvest weed seed
control (HWSC) options, harvester fire prevention,
accurate measurement/management of harvest
losses and harvest storage.
 
UNFS has also acquired two great new project
involvements for the next 4-5 years through GRDC.
Keep an eye out for more details to come throughout
the season!
 
Jade Rose, Project Manager
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REGIONAL SOILS CONFERENCE

Event Details
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SAGIT CANOLA PROFITABILITY IN THE UPPER NORTH
PROJECT UPDATE

The Canola Profitability trials located at Wandearah, Melrose and Morchard are
coming along nicely for 2023. The Wandearah canola and wheat, sown on the 27th
of April was cracking along on the 15th of May with good moisture below on this
date. The Melrose canola, sown on the 28th of April was sitting dry and hadn’t
germinated, however the wheat had germinated but sitting in a very dry seed bed.
The Morchard site was sown on the 28th of April and was slightly drier than the
other sites, only just emerging in the last few weeks. More updates to come.
 
Keep an eye out for the 2022 results, coming shortly in our Annual Compendium -
some very interesting results indeed.
Jade Rose, Project Manager

15th May 2023,
Melrose Wheat

15th May 2023,
Wandearah Wheat

15th May 2023,
Wandearah Canola

7th June 2023,
Morchard Canola
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BUILDING SOILS KNOWLEDGE PROJECT UPDATE

All images: Different soil types tested across the length of the Building Soils Knowledge project

This project is coming to a near end in June 2023, after three years and with some
fabulous outcomes. The project aimed to “Build soil knowledge and capacity to
implement change in the farmers of the Upper North Agricultural zone of South
Australia. Improving soil structure and function to improve plant health, landscape
function and farming system resilience”.
 
So far the project has produced two great case studies so far: 
Use of precision agriculture mapping to identify and ameliorate pH variation
economically
Demonstrating vetch mix options to reduce soil erosion whilst maintaining good
nitrogen fixation. 

These can be accessed on our website:
https://unfs.com.au/resources/#1591072468041-8aeeaaab-a0e7
 
Another three case studies will be out very soon! Along with our second podcast
and the Regional Soils Conference on the 21st of June. 
Jade Rose, Project Manager
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MANAGING HEAT STRESS IN SHEEP PROJECT UPDATE

Over the past six months, 3 UNFS sheep producers were involved in a project
through Adelaide University ‘Managing Heat Stress in Sheep’. The focus of the
research is to increase conception rates and mitigate the impacts of heat stress on
ewes and rams.
 
The project administered two treatments on farm:

1. delivery of a single pre-joining drench of ADE in ewes and/or rams at joining
2. implant of melatonin in ewes and/or rams one month prior to joining

Associate Professor Will Van Weterre will be presenting Upper North results at our
upcoming “Improving Weaner Management Workshops” at Wirrabara and
Wilmington in June.
 

Rachel Trengove, Project Coordinator

Read Full Update
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PATCHY GERMINATION

The start of seeding has been a little different to the last previous years, with
generally enough rain to get a germination in April, but then slowly dried off until
late may.   Many growers took the opportunity to get a Glyphosate knockdown
out early, then followed by a paraquat at seeding, which will hopefully reflect in
cleaner crops later in the year.  Seeding depth was a popular conversation, as
whether to sow deep to chase the moisture, or shallow into the drier soil, to then
wait for the next rain.  This has resulted in patchy germinations, particularly in
crops such as canola, which has made some early grass control a little tricky, with
germinating canola alongside much bigger plants, as per the photo above.
Darren Pech, Elders Jamestown
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SNAILS, SLUGS & PESTS

We are starting to see a few pests around, with some lucerne flea and Red Legged
Earth Mite in the usual areas.   Many growers have been proactive with their snail
control in autumn, but slugs are proving to be persistent in the wetter areas, with
multiple baitings required, especially on edges to limit emerging crop damage.  
Keep monitoring!
Darren Pech, Elders Jamestown

Lucerne Flea Red Legged Earth Mite Snail & Slug
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SHEEP CONNECT SA - LAMBING PERCENTAGES

For sheep producers, lamb marking time is a test of how well they have managed
their ewes throughout joining, pregnancy and lambing. There are numerous
reasons (and excuses) for poor or good lamb marking percentages per ewe joined;
however this percentage doesn’t tell us the full story about where lamb losses
occurred.  Were the losses due to poor conception rates, abortions or poor lamb
survival rates? 

The majority of lamb deaths occur at, or within the first 48 hours after birth,
although abortion storms may account for up to 20-30% losses due to certain
diseases.  Having pregnancy scanning data gives you the ability to calculate lamb
survival rates by dividing the numbers of lambs marked by the number of
expected foetuses.

Target conception rates for Merinos should be 120%, whilst crossbreds should
conceive 30% more to achieve scanning percentages of at least 150%.  

Read More
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DEMONSTRATING VETCH MIX OPTIONS TO REDUCE SOIL
EROSION WHILST MAINTAING GOOD NITROGEN

FIXATION

Vetch pastures are a great legume feed option for growers across the Upper North
Farming region, however, can leave paddocks vulnerable to soil erosion once
grazed. This was one of the concerns outlined by local growers and agronomists
alike from initial surveys undertaken as part of this project.
 
In this case study a vetch, barley (kraken) and a vetch, brassica (canola) mix is
considered as an alternative option to a sole vetch, in an attempt to improve
ground covering over the summer period. Parameters including soil cover,
nitrogen fixation for the following crop and weed control are considered
throughout the document. 
 
Beth Humphris, Elders Jamestown

Download Fact Sheet
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USE OF PRECISON AG MAPPING TO IDENTIFY AND
AMELIORATE pH VARIATION ECONOMICALLY

This project focused on how to best ameliorate pH imbalances throughout the
soil profile and spatially across singular paddocks. 
 
Throughout the Upper North Agricultural Zone pH imbalance, more specifically
acidity, has been identified as an increasingly prevalent constraint. Historically,
much of the region’s soils were buffered enough to withstand changes to pH due
to a high clay content and low to medium rainfall. Modern farming practises, has
accelerated acidification of our soils in the following ways;

Intensified use of acidifying fertilizers containing nitrogen
Incorporation of legumes which excrete organic acids as a means to better
access phosphorous stores in the soil
Increased intensity of production (i.e increased yields) and hence export of
cations (positively charged nutrients)
Continued leaching of cations down the soil profile with movement of water

 This is now a well known and understood fact among growers in the region, with
many following a lime program to
combat the issue for several years now. 
Beth Humphris, Elders Jamestown 

Download Fact Sheet
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LOTSA LAMBS PROJECT UPDATE

Running twin bearing ewe flocks as smaller groups at lambing may be an
underestimated factor in lamb survival in the Upper North of SA. MLA funded PDS
- LOTSA LAMBS will measure lamb survival and assess cost:benefit of investing
funds in paddock subdivision through permanent or temporary fencing to
improve sheep reproductive performance and ultimately farm profitability.
 
2022 presented challenging lambing conditions at Henderson and Kitto’s
demonstration properties due to a late break in the season, lack of feed on offer for
pregnant ewes and harsh cold conditions during lambing. Recent rains have
provided a promising start to the 2023 lambing season for these farmers.
 
The project has enabled demonstration site landholders to have individual sessions
and ongoing support with Deb Scammell from Talking Livestock. These sessions
plan for selective management of twin-bearing ewes, including ewe nutrition,
condition scoring, feed budgeting, the impact of mob size, and effective
confinement feeding based on the principles of Life Time Ewe Management. The
demonstration sites strive to have twin-bearing ewe mobs of 100 or fewer during
lambing to reduce the risks of mis-mothering, ewe-lamb separations, and lamb
mortality.
 
Lachie Smart is also providing a demonstration site focussing on confinement
feeding pregnant ewes as well as lambing in small mobs. LOTSA LAMBS has two
upcoming workshops focussing on Improving Weaner Management in the Upper
North of SA, one to be hosted at Lachie Smart’s farm at Wirrabara and another
further north at Battersby’s farm, Wilmington. This is a great opportunity to learn
from sheep experts, Deb Scammell and Colin Trengove who will provide valuable
insights and guidance on optimizing weaner management practices such as
nutrition, health, and other relevant topics.  
 
If you’d like any additional information about the project or would like to be
involved, please contact Project Officer - Rachel Trengove, 0438452003,
rachel@unfs.com.au
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SEEKING PRODUCER INVOLVEMENT - NOVEL FEED
STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE TWIN-LAMB SURVIVAL

High twin-lamb mortality rates in Merinos remains a persistent economic and
animal welfare issue for the sheep meat and wool industry.
 
Would you like to be involved?
 
Our recent intensive and extensive research farm trials have shown promising
results feeding a rumen-protected arginine (RP-ARG) to pregnant ewes to
increase twin-lamb survival rates to weaning. We are seeking commercial Merino
producers to be involved in an on-farm validation trial.

Learn More
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SMOKE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES RELEASED

New guidelines will help South Australian grain and winegrape growers manage
smoke from broadacre stubble burns to reduce the risk of damage to unharvested
winegrapes.

The Broadacre burn-off smoke management guideline has been developed by the
Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) in collaboration with Grain
Producers SA, the Wine Grape Council of South Australia and the South Australian
Wine Industry Association, along with other grape and wine associations.

Designed to support the South Australian Country Fire Service’s Smoke
Management Policy, the guidelines aim to improve information flow between the
state’s grain and winegrape growers.
 
The guidelines offer tailored advice for:

grain growers planning a burn to reduce stubble load and pests on their
property
grape growers with vines in close proximity of a broadacre cropping
operation.

Learn More
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MANAGING SEASONAL CLIMATE RISK? HAVE YOUR SAY

The Climate Services for Agriculture team from CSIRO and the Bureau of
Meteorology is specifically interested in speaking to South Australian growers
about their approach to seasonal climate risks, and how they manage them.
 
Any grower who is interested is very welcome to get in touch, however it would
be of particular interest to those growers who are interested in climate models,
weather forecasting, etc.
 
Climate Services for Agriculture is funded by the Future Drought Fund. The online
platform – developed by BOM and CSIRO – is the only national platform that
allows growers to search weather and climate indices by commodity and location,
to assist them with on-farm decision making. It’s designed to help Australian
producers and advisors across all industries plan for the impacts of future climate
risks.
 
To learn more, or to get involved, please contact Sarah at
comms@farmlink.com.au.

Learn More
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INTRODUCING ADAM CRABB FROM ADM

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, my name is Adam Crabb
(on the right of image) and I am the new SA Accumulation Manager for ADM. For
those who dealt with Nick Jordan previously, he is still in the business and moved
on to work in the ADM trading division primarily concentrating on containers and
sorghum.

I may have crossed paths with a few of you previously as I have held a variety of
roles in the industry primarily in accumulation and domestic grain sales which
have encompassed the northern parts of South Australia.

I am certainly looking forward to talking and meeting with you all over the
coming months as we lead up to another harvest and welcome any enquiries you
may have. Please feel free to call at any time to discuss SA grain marketing and
our ADM Port Pirie site if any needs arise.
 
Globally, we have recently seen the extension of the grain corridor for Ukraine to
ship through the Black Sea. The extension is only out until July 18 so look for this
topic to arise again shortly. The potential lifting of the Chinese barley tariffs
continues to be followed closely by the trade as they wait to see if there will be any
alterations to the current process.

Locally ADM are wrapping up their shipping program for the season with wheat,
barley, lentils and beans moving through Port Pirie this season. It has been a
successful shipping season in Port Pirie and it has been a pleasure to be able to
service locally acquired grain and provide that to the world. Local markets have
been fairly quiet however a recent fall in the Aussie Dollar has been a factor in
wheat prices slightly increasing on old and new crop, however most other bids
have stayed similar to slightly down over the past month. Recent new crop pricing
for Port Pirie; APWMG $382, BAR1MG $285

For more information or to discuss marketing please contact Adam Crabb on
0436 869 662 or 1300 123 236.

Visit ADM Website
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INNOVATION GENERATION DRIVING FORWARD

Tickets are on sale now for Innovation Generation 2023. IG23 will be held in
Adelaide on 16-19 July and features two and a half days of speakers, tours and
networking functions. The conference is ideal for ages 18-35 (not that we're
checking ID), important thing is being of 18-35 at heart.
 
This year’s theme is ‘Driving Forward’ - exploring the direction Australian ag is
headed towards and what’s steering this innovation. 

There is already a fantastic line up of speakers ready to share new ideas that will
improve you and your farm business.

More speakers, tour locations and details will be released as they're finalised.

More Information
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Upcoming Events

June

9th   Lotsa Lambs Workshop 3 – Improving Weaner
Management – Wirrabara
20th  Lotsa Lambs Workshop 3 – Improving
Weaner Management – Wilmington 
21st   UNFS Regional Soils Conference

July

6th   GRDC Farm Business Update – Clare
16-19th  Innovation Generation - Driving Forward

August

3rd   UNFS 2023 Members Expo @ Booleroo Centre
Town Hall
9th   Growing SA2023 Conference – Save the date

September

7th   Harvester Set Up Forum

Facebook

Youtube

Website

Email

Unsubscribe 

https://unfs.com.au/events/unfs-regional-soils-conference/
https://unfs.com.au/resources/#1591072468041-8aeeaaab-a0e7
https://unfs.com.au/managing-heat-stress-in-sheep-project-update/
https://www.sheepconnectsa.com.au/management/livestock-management/lambs/lambing-percentages#:~:text=Having%20pregnancy%20scanning%20data%20gives,percentages%20of%20at%20least%20150%25.
https://unfs.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Demonstrating-Vetch-mix-options-Final-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://unfs.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Precision-Ag-Case-Study-FINAL.pdf
https://unfs.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Newsletter-LOTSA-LAMBS-Workshops-Improving-Weaner-Management.pdf
https://unfs.com.au/novel-feed-strategies-to-improve-twin-lamb-survival/
https://pir.sa.gov.au/primary_industry/grains/reducing_smoke_taint
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