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Welcome to the June edition of the UNFS newsletter

After a long and anxious wait, welcome rains have �nally reached much of the
Upper North, bringing a sense of relief and renewed optimism across the region.
For many, the season began with dry sowing, testing nerves and planning alike.
 
Despite the recent falls, feed remains tight on many properties. Livestock
producers are continuing to manage supplementary feeding programs carefully,
with containment areas still playing a critical role in protecting ground cover and
maintaining animal condition.
 
In this edition, we share cropping trial updates, re�ect on strategies being used on
farms this season, and highlight upcoming opportunities to connect and learn.
 
Whether you're adjusting grazing plans, keeping an eye on emerging crops, or still
waiting on more rain, we hope this newsletter provides useful insights and local
stories to support your decision making.
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SAVE THE DATE 
For the UNFS FREE annual expo 

Join us at the Grain Automate Expo - an initiative by GRDC on behalf of Australian

grain growers, to explore the latest advancements in machine automation,

autonomy, and digital technologies within the grains industry.

Variable Rate Workshop
Facilitated by Edward Scott
 
VRT (variable rate technology) implementation workshops designed to give
growers practical tips and increase knowledge to successfully implement variable
rate, on farm trials and begin the path to automation.
 
Digital Success, not data mess
Mapping your process to automation
Setting up the digital farm and boundaries
 
Field to �gures – on farm experimentation
Designing and analysing on-farm trials
 
Better than Blanket – VRT (Variable Rate Technology)
Using �eld data to improve pro�t - what data layers & case studies
How can I use my software to zone and create prescriptions, and analyse trials?
 
Stay up to date: Follow UNFS on Facebook @uppernorthfarmingsystems
 
This event is powered by Upper North Farming Systems (UNFS), the Society of
Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA) and the the Grains Research & Development
Corporation (GRDC).
 

REGISTER FOR EVENT (free $0)
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Apply Now for a Fully-Funded
Innovation Generation Experience

GrainGrowers are acutely aware that it's an incredibly tough time for many
farming families across parts of the country and with that in mind, have offered
Upper North Farming Systems one funded place for a member to attend
Innovation Generation 2025, taking place in Fremantle 22-24 July.
 
This conference includes:

Full conference registration
Return �ights from Adelaide (depart 22 July and return 25 July)
Accommodation in Fremantle
All meals provided by the event

 
Eligibility Criteria:

Aged 18-35
A generational grain grower actively involved in the farming operation
located in drought affected region
Motivated, keen to learn and available to attend
Able to travel to/from Adelaide airport (note: travel to/from the airport,
airport car parking and personal spending money are not included)
Member has not attended Innovation Generation conference previously
Provide a brief report or presentation to UNFS staff and committee
members including a summary of the conference & collation of ideas which
could enhance future activities in the Upper North region
Must be a current UNFS member

 
Application Questions: 
Use link below to apply + answer questions.

Why are you passionate about farming in the Upper North region?
Demonstrate your commitment to the region.
What challenges do you see in the future for grain growing in the Upper
North?
What opportunities do you see in the future for grain growing in the Upper
North?
Why do you think you deserve GrainGrowers funding to attend the
Innovation Generation Conference?

 

APPLY HERE: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C89XQLH
 
If you have questions, please email Deb Marner: admin@unfs.com.au
Find the conference details and program at this link: Innovation Generation
 
Applications are due strictly by 5 pm 26 June 2025.

APPLY to attend CONFERENCE 

MORE INFORMATION about THE EVENT
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Meet our new team member: MIFFY PURSLOW

Originally from Mount Dutton Bay on the Eyre Peninsula, Miffy didn’t grow up on
a farm, but was surrounded by them. After studying graphic design, she was
drawn to the challenge and purpose of agricultural science, especially after
spending many months living back home during COVID, and reconnecting with
rural life.
 
She completed a Bachelor of Agricultural Science at the University of Adelaide and
spent her �rst year out of uni working as an applied grains research intern in the
internship program at the Hart Field-Site Group.
 
Now based in Jamestown, Miffy is excited to continue being involved in the not-
for-pro�t grower group space and bring her passion for research, communication,
and farmer support to the UNFS team. Miffy will be involved in marketing, media,
comms, extension activities and research and project work.
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FDF funded De-Risking the Seeding System
Author: Dr Jade Rose, UNFS  

Following on from our project in 2024 which aimed to help growers make
informed decisions on the strategies they can employ when early / dry sowing
that will maximise seed germination and �nancial and environmental resilience. In
2025, four farmer-focused demonstration trials are underway across the Upper
North as part of the De-Risking Project. These projects aim to improve the safety,
ef�cacy, and adaptability of pre-emergent herbicide strategies in local conditions.

Matt Nottle sowing at the Eastern site, Booleroo

Eastern Site – Booleroo Region
At Booleroo, a large-scale demonstration was sown on 2 May, with a growing
season rainfall (GSR) of 10.5 mm (UNFS Weather Station, Booleroo). This demo is
assessing multiple common pre-emergent herbicides, Tre�an®, Avadex®, Sakura®,
Luximax®, and Overwatch®, applied in different combinations. These treatments
are being trialled across multiple wheat varieties. This Booleroo site also compares
seeder types, including a hybrid disc seeder, to evaluate how machinery choice
affects seed placement, crop establishment, and weed suppression. The outcomes
will guide growers towards best practice herbicide use tailored to local conditions.
Upper North Farming Systems would like to thank Matt Nottle and Dave Clarke
for the use of their seeders, and time volunteered, to sowing this site.
 
Upper North Farming Systems have recently released a "seeder set up tutorial"
video which includes Matt and Dave both talking about their seeder set ups, and
commentary from soil scientist Michael Eyres. See more about this video below. 

WATCH Seeder Set Up Tutorial VIDEO

Barley TOS trial being sown

Western Sites – Port Pirie / Upper Broughton Region
On the Western side, three trials are being conducted with a focus on saline soils
and early-season weed control in barley.
 
Barley Time of Sowing in Saline soils

Two trial sites have been sown weekly with barley since 9 April, currently with only
9.4 mm of GSR, investigating how long seed can sit in saline soils, particularly
under dry or marginal moisture conditions, before establishment and vigour are
compromised. The trial highlights that dry conditions pose little risk, but partial
germination in marginal moisture can exacerbate salt stress impacts.
 
A second trial looking at seeding opener by row position, by speed and depth. This
demonstration will explore the impact of knife point opener type (paired row with
under seed tilth verse narrow band with no under seed tilth, with different pre-
emergent herbicides on the establishment of barley sown dry on a saline soil.

Kelly chain in use at the third site

Third site
A third trial site was established comparing the use of a disc chain vs. a knife point
press wheel seeder to assess barley establishment and vigour on saline soils prone
to surface crusting.
 
Together, these trials aim to equip growers with practical insights to optimise pre-
emergent weed control while reducing crop damage risks, especially in
challenging saline environments. Thank you to Stefan Schmitt for development of
the concepts, sowing and management of these sites.
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Making the Tough Calls in 2025
Brought to you by the RiskWi$e Project

This special edition of the RiskWi$e newsletter explores the tough cropping
decisions growers are facing in a dry start to the season. It combines grower
insights, data, and simulations to support informed choices in a high-risk year.
Developed by experienced contributors from the RiskWi$e project, it’s designed to
help farmers manage risk without closing off future opportunity. A valuable read
for anyone navigating 2025’s challenging conditions.
 
This newsletter builds on outputs from the EP RiskWi$e group and has been
adapted for the Upper North. Special thanks to Andrew Ware for initiating the
discussion and pulling it together.
 

We would like to thank the members of the EP RiskWi$e group for providing their
insights and feedback into this work – there’s a lot that goes on in the background
to make this sort of information available in a short timeframe, and special
mention to Andrew Ware, Jake Giles, Peter Hayman, Dane Thomas, Ed Hunt,
Therese McBeath, Barry Mudge and Andy Bates for extensive input.

READ the full RiskWi$e ARTICLE
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RiskWi$e - A farmers's perspective
By Nathan Crouch and Andrew Kitto

Following on from RiskWi$e's article "Making the Tough Calls in 2025" (above),
two Upper North farmers, Nathan Crouch and Andrew Kitto, share their thoughts
and decision making behind this year’s cropping season. From dry sowing
con�dence, to rainfall data stretching back 70 years, their insights offer a
grounded view of how local growers are managing risk, timing and inputs in a
challenging year.

READ Nathan Crouch and Andrew Kitto's SEASON REPORTS
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Transition ewes from containment
to paddocks for lambing 

Author: Emma Shattock, Elders, Livestock Production Advisor

Containment feeding has been a common practice across much of SA this year,
with bene�ts including retaining ground cover and managing ewe body condition
scores. Industry best practice recommends releasing ewes from containment
prior to lambing and this year, many ewes are being transitioned to paddocks with
little to no pasture. A poorly managed transition out of containment can result in
health issues, mismothering and increased ewe and lamb mortality. For these
reasons, careful planning and preparation are critical to a smooth transition and
lambing success.
 
Challenges of Lambing in Containment
Lambing in containment can prove extremely challenging for many producers,
with industry recommendations to avoid doing so where possible.
 
Ewes require signi�cantly more space and privacy for lambing to reduce mis-
mothing and lamb losses. Other challenges of lambing in containment are the
spread of diseases such as campylobacter and shelter. For these reasons, better
results are often obtained by lambing out of the containment pens.
Timing of transition
 
Careful timing is required when releasing ewes from containment for lambing. If a
paddock with some feed has been set aside, releasing ewes too early can lead to
this being utilised before lambing starts. Conversely, releasing ewes too close to
the point of lambing can cause unwanted stress and induce pregnancy toxaemia
and deaths.
 
Any handling in the last four weeks of pregnancy can put ewes at risk, with this
risk increasing the closer ewes are to their lambing date. The longer the distance
the ewes are to be walked or trucked, the higher the risk and the earlier they
should be released.
 
Dietary Management
Energy requirements of ewes increase in the last two months of pregnancy but
spike dramatically after lambing. By the time of peak lactation, energy
requirements can be two to three times higher than that of a dry ewe. For this
reason, it is important that a quality feed is available and enough is being fed to
meet these higher requirements.
 
If the feeding method to be used in the paddock will differ from that used in
containment, transition ewes onto this change. For example, ewes that have been
trail fed in containment but are expected to use self-feeders in the paddock should
be inducted onto them.
 
Keep feed sources the same where possible, including mineral supplements. If a
change is required, try to make this transition more gradual rather than a sudden
change. This allows time for the rumen microbes to adapt and reduces the risk of
digestive problems.
 
Transition from containment onto any green feed poses a high risk challenge. It is
best to contact your livestock advisor or nutritionist on how best to plan for this.
 
Summary
The transition out of containment for lambing is an event which should be
planned in advance. Good management needs to consider not only management
of the feed transition, but also timing, animal health procedures and additional
management requirements such as space. Every situation is unique, so it is best to
speak with your advisor to create a tailored plan that works for you.
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Information about eIDs for sheep and goats 

Basic requirements

�. Property identi�cation code (PIC).
�. eID tags – NLIS-accredited breeder or post breeder devices.
�. NLIS database account – only a requirement for producers who conduct P2P

movements.
�. Scanning equipment – may be bene�cial if you conduct P2P movements for

a large number of animals.

eID Rebate
A rebate is available for eligible eID devices purchased between 2023 and 2025 that
are not aligned to the NLIS year-of-birth colour system. SA sheep and goat
producers with an active PIC can apply for 50% of the purchase price (to a cap of
$0.95 GST exclusive) per tag:

2023 - Black, white, orange, light green, purple, yellow, red 
2024 - White, orange, light green, purple, yellow, red, sky blue 
2025 (until 30 June) - Black, orange, light green, purple, yellow, red, sky blue 

The rebate excludes:

Pink post-breeder tags, colours outside of the year-of-birth colour system
(for example: brown and grey) and non-NLIS accredited devices
Tags that align to the current year-of-birth colour that have had a point-of-
sale discount applied.

See the Expanded eID device rebate.
 

NLIS database
Integrity Systems Company (ISC) Customer Service
Monday to Friday – 8 am to 7 pm (AEDT)
Saturday and Sunday – 9 am to 5 pm (AEDT)
Phone: 1800 683 111
Email: info@integritysystems.com.au

LEARN MORE about eID Tags

DOWNLOAD the "eID tag tips" DOCUMENT
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 I’m a sheep and goat producer.
Do I need scanning equipment for eID tags? 

Sheep and farmed goats born on or after 1 January 2025 must be identi�ed with an
NLIS-accredited eID tag before leaving their property of birth. These tags are
linked to your PIC by the tag manufacturer when you buy them, and you do not
need to scan and upload to the NLIS database when you apply them to your
animals.
 
As a producer, if you receive sheep or famed goats directly from another property
(P2P movement), it is your responsibility to ensure individual animal movements
are recorded on the National Livestock Identi�cation System (NLIS) database
within two days of arrival.
 
Property to property (P2P) movements include:

Moving stock between multiple property identi�cation codes (PIC), even if
you own both properties
Moving stock onto your property for agistment
Buying stock privately (with or without an agent)
Buying stock via an online platform (such as Auctions Plus or Farm Gate)

You are not required to scan and record individual stock movements if you:

Buy or sell at a saleyard – this is done by the saleyard operator
Buy at a public auction – this is done by the selling agent
Consign to a processor – this is done by the processor

If you have a small number of animals arriving on your property, you might be
able to update the NLIS database by manually reading eID tags. Producers who
receive a large number of sheep and goats onto their property might need to
consider if they need scanning equipment, such as a stick reader, wand or panel
reader.
 
Eligible South Australian producers can apply for a 75% rebate on the cost of
essential equipment needed to conduct P2P movements to meet NLIS reporting
obligations.
 
The maximum rebate amount is determined by the average head movement onto
your property over the past 3 consecutive years:

Up to $500 for movements of 100 or less head of animals annually
Up to $2,000 for movements of between 101 and 5,000 head of animals
annually
Up to $20,000 for movements of more than 5,000 head of animals annually

For more information about SA’s sheep and goat eID implementation and to
subscribe for updates visit https://pir.sa.gov.au/eid
 

READ the guidelines and APPLY for the rebate

Return to the top

 

LEARN MORE about �ock pro�ling 
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UNFS Seeder Set Up Tutorial starring
Matt Nottle, Dave Clarke and Michael Eyres

Upper North Farming Systems have recently released a "seeder set up tutorial"
video which includes Matt Nottle and Dave Clarke both talking about their seeder
set ups, and commentary from soil scientist Michael Eyres. 

WATCH Seeder Set Up Tutorial VIDEO
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AgCelerate Financial Literacy workshop event recap
Facilitated by Paige Cross, Cross Country Management

The engagement of Cross Country Management was to provide Upper North
Farming Systems with a half day workshop in Orroroo on Wednesday 26th
March designed to help farmers in the area with �nancial literacy, understanding
their numbers and feeling in control of their business decisions.
 
The session was built on my AgCelerate coaching framework — focused on
business. strategy. success. It combined practical �nancial concepts with a safe
and collaborative space to challenge thinking and test ideas.
 
This workshop was designed around a �ctional mixed-enterprise case study based
at Pekina, which I developed to ensure regional relevance and enable realistic
scenario exploration. The session was intentionally broad in scope — a deliberate
choice in response to the nature of the brief — to allow for a wide variety of entry
points depending on each participant’s current position. The workshop also
created space for participants to consider the strengths of their businesses and
articulate both their short- and long-term goals.
 

Workshop Content
 
The four-hour workshop was structured into three core parts:
 
1. Setting the Scene

Re�ection on the “why” behind farming — the values and vision that guide
decision-making.
SWOT analysis of the �ctional case study farm.
Expense management, �nancial levers, and identifying opportunities for
improvement.

 
2. Business Scenarios & Decision-Making:

Goal setting using SMART principles.
Group exploration of four key scenarios: buying land, leasing land, off-farm
investment, doing nothing.
A rotating ‘bus stop’ activity encouraged deep thinking, collaborative
discussion, and a reality check on risk and reward.

 
3. AgCelerate Coaching Hour:

Conversation around hardcore debt, overdraft structure, interest timing, and
cost of capital.
Key �nancial concepts: equity, pro�t, gross margins, and benchmarking.

 

Paige writes a blog, with a new article about a different agricultural �nance topic
being released each month. 

READ Paige's BLOG
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UNFS Seeder Set Up Day event recap

Upper North Farming Systems kickstarted April with an exciting 50-person
attendance to our Seeder Set Up event held at the Booleroo Centre Sporting
Complex. Farmers, agronomists and industry travelled from across the region to
learn more about dry sowing, and listen to presentations from soil scientist
Michael Eyres, precision ag expert Jess Koch, and the main speaker, machinery
expert Brett Aspher.
 
This event was extremely relevant to the unfortunate dry season of 2024 and the
predicted dry season in 2025. Three seeders were brought in by local farmers Matt
Nottle, singe tyne, Joe Koch, double tyne, and David Clark, hybrid disk.
 
The morning kickstarted with an egg and bacon roll, followed by Michael Eyres
delivering a presentation about how understanding and managing soil conditions,
from structure and biology to sampling methods and seeder setup, can drive
better planting performance and ultimately improve crop outcomes.
 
Michael's key points included:

�. Soil testing needs a mindset shift: Instead of just testing soil to work out
fertiliser rates, we need to look deeper at how soil will perform under
seasonal stress. It’s about understanding how soil and plant interactions
shape yield potential, not just inputs.

�. Good soil management covers more than chemistry: Things like pH, salinity,
texture, compaction, porosity, and even soil biology all plays a role. A
successful crop starts with managing the whole soil environment, not just
nutrients.

�. Sampling methods matter: How and where you sample soil, whether in
layers, pooled from multiple spots, or near the surface, can change what the
results tell you. Matching your sampling approach to your management
goals makes a big difference.

�. Seeder setup affects soil throw and seedbed quality: Field results from the
Pocket Buster showed that increasing seeder speed from 7 to 10 km/h gave
a 12% boost in inter-row soil throw and improved the spread of �ne and
coarse soil in the furrow, helping create a better seedbed.

 
Following on from Eyresey's presentation was precision ag expert Jess Koch who
spoke to the audience about how to approach variable rate fertiliser decisions after
a dry season. Her talk focused on making the most of the maps and data you
already have, and being smart about where and how much phosphorus to apply.
 
Jess's key points included:

�. Not every paddock needs the same rate – If you've got areas that
consistently underperform due to salt or other issues that can't be �xed with
more fertiliser, consider cutting back in those zones. That saved fertiliser can
be put to better use elsewhere.

�. Use what you’ve got – Even if you don’t have detailed yield maps, tools like
satellite imagery, soil colour, or good old-fashioned observation can help you
break paddocks into useful zones.

�. Super low or no fertiliser? Trust your tests – On paddocks with strong soil P
levels, Jess showed examples where growers used little to no starter fertiliser
with good results. But this only works when you know your numbers and
understand your soils.

�. Start simple – If you're new to variable rate or running low-input crops like
pulses, don’t overcomplicate it. Even going with a basic blanket rate can be a
conscious and effective decision.

�. Strip trials pay off – Doing small test strips is a low-risk way to test different
rates. You don’t need special gear, and the results can give you con�dence to
�ne-tune your approach in future seasons.

 
After Michael and Jess’s presentation, attendees moved outside to observe the
three seeder set ups on display and listen to in-depth information of each seeding
rig from their owners.
 
Brett Aspher, the extremely knowledgeable machinery expert, then spoke to the
crowd about everything to do with the mechanics and functionality of seeding
and the endless possibilities of seeder set up dependent on circumstance.  
 
Following on from the Seeder Set Up event, a video, created by UNFS, has been
released (you can watch the video HERE) and Brett has put together some
fantastic seeder set up notes which can be viewed and downloaded from the UNFS
website.
 
 

VIEW / DOWNLOAD Seeder Set Up Day follow up NOTES

WATCH Seeder Set Up Tutorial VIDEO
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Weed wise: Know the rules, take control

🗓 Tuesday, 24 June, 2-4 pm 
📍 Kadina 
 
ABOUT this event: 

Find out your obligations to control declared weeds under the Landscape
Act

Find out the Landscape Board's role in controlling declared weeds

Learn how to identify and control key declared weeds in your area

Check out our �ow rate meter and spray tip pressure tester for calibrating
your sprayer - you can borrow these from us

While we will focus on declared weeds, we will also brie�y cover wider
responsibilities under the Landscape Act, including water affecting activities,
ground cover, and pest control

 
Up to 12 primary producers will receive free chemical user training (commonly
referred to as ChemCert) as part of this project. A maximum of one place is
available per ABN.
 
To be eligible to receive free chemical user training, you must:

Provide your ABN (or the ABN of the business you work for)
Attend the Weed wise workshop, and
Complete our 15-minute survey at the workshop.

 
Arranging the chemical user training, which needs to occur before 30 June 2026,
will be discussed at the conclusion of the workshop.
 
CONTACT Molly for further details: molly.odea@sa.gov.au or 0456 538 224
 
This workshop is supported by the Australian Government through funding from
the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture Program.
 

REGISTER for the Weed Wise event HERE
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Carbon Ready Ag Conference
Making carbon farming and natural capital work for you

🗓 27 August 2025 
📍 Northern Festival Centre, Port Pirie 
 
Brought to you by the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board, this dynamic,
practical event is designed for farmers, grape growers and agricultural and
viticultural professionals looking to tap into the growing opportunities of carbon
farming and natural capital.
 
Hear from industry leaders, explore real-world success stories, and walk away with
strategies to boost productivity, pro�tability and sustainability - all while doing
right by the land.
 

Early bird ends 11.59pm, 31 July 2025
Standard registrations will be open until the conference, with tickets available on
the day as well.
 
Community Film Night – Just a Farmer
Join us on the evening of Wednesday, 27 August for a powerful community
screening of Just a Farmer - a moving 2024 Aussie drama that shines a light on
mental health in farming communities. Set in rural Victoria, the �lm tells a
heartfelt story of loss, resilience, and the strength of farmers’ families and
communities in the face of tragedy. Watch the trailer HERE.
 
Open to all – come together, re�ect, and support the conversation.

REGISTER for the Carbon Ready Ag Conference HERE
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Navigating on-farm risk and reward PODCAST

A new 5-part podcast, 'Navigating on-farm risk & reward: getting it more right,
more often', is packed with tips, tricks, and real-world advice from experts in
farming, farm consulting, climate science, applied research and risk management.
 
Barry Mudge, Dr Kate Burke, Danielle Lannin England, Peter Hayman, and
Rebekah Allen are among the featured guests who share personal approaches to
managing farm risk while inspiring growers to challenge their own perspectives
and improve outcomes.
 
Episode 1 – with Barry Mudge
 

On-Farm Risk & Reward - Understanding the Basics
 
💜 Apple podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/on-farm-risk-
reward-understanding-the-basics/id1804060182?i=1000701169238
 
💚 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/episode/574by9oi2XxOz8gCIz1PbX?
si=CJsKtKF7QtS94pE4zOveYQ

 
 
Episode 2 – with Kate Burke
 

Managing risk & reward is personal
 
💜 Apple podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/managing-risk-
reward-is-personal/id1804060182?i=1000703534974
 
💚 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/episode/1BUw4PstHlaIRj8bmcMqkI?
si=sbuW45DlR0KIDutQ8Mi31A

 
 
Episode 3 – with Danielle Lannin England
 

Smart strategies for big risky decisions
 
💜 Apple podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/smart-strategies-
for-big-risky-decisions/id1804060182?i=1000706454978
 
💚 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/episode/1CTZb7pCPLOP8OGaYItrGg?
si=_0K8AMCIQ7W4MmvL_4B0DQ

 
 
Episode 4 – with Peter Hayman
 

Climate risk - the tools at your disposal
 
💜 Apple podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/climate-risk-the-
tools-at-your-disposal/id1804060182?i=1000710006307
 
💚 Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/episode/6PduvlNKngFKxaYF5El6uq?
si=GZhwACHRQ9i5PnlowI77Jg
 

 
RiskWi$e (the National Risk Management Initiative), is a 5-year national initiative
of approximately $30 million that will run from 2023 to 2028. It seeks to
understand and improve the risk-reward outcomes for Australian grain growers by
supporting grower on-farm decision-making. 
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What you need to know now: about carbon farming

The Northern and Yorke Landscape Board have just released the �rst episode of
their What you need to know now podcast!
 
Molly O'Dea, sustainable agriculture facilitator, explains what it is, why it matters
for primary producers, and how it can bene�t both your business and the
environment. Learn how to reduce emissions, store more carbon on your farm,
and navigate the Australian Carbon Credit Unit Scheme.
 
💚 Listen on Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/00ox91XhFlhEGL1GyumTDu
 
Stay tuned for our next episode on the Nature Repair Market, with more
sustainable ag episodes on the way.
 
This podcast is supported by the Australian Government through funding from
the Natural Heritage Trust under the Climate-Smart Agriculture Program and
delivered by the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board, a member of the
Commonwealth Regional Delivery Partners panel.

LEARN MORE about "What you need to know now" PODCAST
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AFL player Isaac Cumming and AFLW player Chelsea Biddell, with
Booleroo-Melrose-Wilmington Football Club's young players Ted Koch and Airlie Waters.

Booleroo Melrose Wilmington Football club attracts star
Adelaide Crows players for 2025 season

 
The BMW Lions are set to welcome well-known and legendary Crows players this
season, as part of the Adelaide Football Club teaming up with leading agriculture
network, Viterra.
 
The Country Connect partnership, now in its second year, will see the BMW
Football Club host one of three major weekend events, with past players including
Tony Modra and Scott Welsh, along with current AFLW stars Eloise Jones, Chelsea
Biddell and Brooke Tonon, supporting game days and passing on their skills at
junior coaching clinics, with clinic attendees also receiving Country Crow
Memberships.
 
Crows CEO Tim Silvers says the Club was thrilled to partner with Viterra for
another season to help boost local footy across the state.
 
“The Country Connect initiative is a fantastic way to inspire the next generation
and last year our partnership with Viterra saw hundreds of regionally-based
children, and their communities, bene�t from three key events,” Silvers says.
“Continuing to build on our connection with country footy is important and this
partnership gives us the opportunity to visit more rural and regional areas that are
so passionate about the game.”
 
Viterra Chief Executive Of�cer ANZ, Philip Hughes says supporting country
football is signi�cant because it plays such a large role in the areas Viterra’s
customers and employees live and work.
 
“Sport is crucial in helping keep our communities active and connected, whether
you’re playing or watching from the sidelines. It can signi�cantly boost mental
health and wellbeing,” Philip says.
 
“We are proud to once again partner with the Adelaide Crows to deliver the
Country connect programme and give back to the regional communities that are
the backbone of South Australian football and agriculture.”
 
Eight-year-old Airlie Waters plays for the BMW Lions and recently visited Crows
HQ with other country kids as part of the programme and even kicked the footy
with her favourite Adelaide player, Isaac Cumming.
 
“It was so much fun and I can’t wait until the Crows visit our club this season.
“I started playing footy because my best friend was in the team. We love running
around and kicking lots of goals.”
 
Viterra plays a signi�cant role in regional South Australia as an employer and
service provider, operating its network to connect SA growers and the high quality
grain, oilseeds and pulses they grow to end users in Australia and internationally.
 
Country Connect SA 2025:

Saturday 31 May and Sunday 1 June, at Mundulla Football Club in the state’s
South-East. Game day: Mundulla Tigers vs Keith Football Club
Saturday 21 June and Sunday 22 June, at Booleroo Melrose Wilmington
(BMW) Football Club, Melrose Oval in SA’s Upper North. Game day: BMW
Lions vs Orroroo Football Club
Saturday 23 August and Sunday 24 August, at Wirrulla Football Club on the
Eyre Peninsula. Game day: Wirrulla Bombers vs Ceduna Blues

For more information visit www.viterra.com.au
 
Or please contact:
Kathryn Kenneally
Senior Communications Advisor
0481 034 747
anz.media@viterra.com
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Weathering the Storm: How MGA Insurance Group can Stand By You
 
Australia’s farming community is no stranger to the unpredictable nature of our
climate. In recent years, prolonged droughts, unpredictable rainfall, and extreme
weather events have placed immense pressure on farmers, rural businesses, and
the broader agricultural industry. Crops have withered, livestock numbers have
fallen, and the �nancial burden on farming families has grown. In a country where
the land provides not just livelihoods but a way of life, the emotional and
economic toll has been devastating.
 
Drought is more than a lack of rain. It brings with it a cascade of challenges —
lower yields, rising input costs, degraded soils, and reduced water availability. Even
when rain �nally arrives, the damage left behind can take years to fully recover.
Many farmers have been forced to make heartbreaking decisions about the future
of their properties, while others battle to stay a�oat, investing heavily in resilience
measures like water infrastructure, soil management, and drought-resistant crops.
 
While no insurance policy can make it rain, MGA Insurance Group can help farmers
manage some of the �nancial risks that come with living and working on the land.
Through carefully tailored insurance programs, MGA works closely with the
agricultural community, offering solutions that aim to address the unique
challenges of farming life. While not all risks can always be covered, we strive to
�nd the best possible options to help farmers manage the impacts of
unpredictable weather and other challenges.
 
MGA Insurance Group understands that no two farming operations are the same.
Different regions, crops, livestock types, and business models mean that a one-
size-�ts-all approach simply won’t work. That’s why MGA works closely with
farmers to develop insurance programs that can suit their individual needs —
whether it’s protecting crops against weather-related losses, covering farm
machinery, livestock, fencing, or safeguarding income in the event of business
interruptions to your farming operations.
 
From the traditional �re and hail cover to multi-peril policies, tailored crop
insurance can help farmers recover �nancially when weather events impact their
harvest and ultimately income.
 
Farm Package insurance ensures vital assets — including but not limited to,
homes, sheds, machinery, farm property and equipment — are protected against a
range of risks.
 
Tailored livestock insurance can offer cover against accidents, theft, and some
weather-related events that can have a direct and immediate impact on a farm’s
bottom line.
 
At MGA, we believe in more than just offering insurance products; we believe in
building relationships with the people we protect. Our team takes the time to
understand the challenges farmers face, often drawing on decades of experience
working alongside rural communities across Australia. We know that standing by
our clients in times of crisis is when we are needed most.
 
In times of drought and hardship, resilience is not just about surviving — it's about
planning for the future. With the right insurance program in place, farmers can
navigate tough seasons with greater con�dence, knowing that we are ready to
support them when the unexpected happens.
 
MGA Insurance Group is proud to stand with Australian farmers — protecting what
matters most, so they can keep growing, no matter what the weather brings.
 
To learn more about how we can help safeguard your business, visit our website or
contact your nearest MGA of�ce today.
 
 
www.mga.com
MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
ABN: 29 008 096 277
AFSL: 244601
 
This information is not intended to be advice, and you should not rely on it as a
substitute for any form of advice. When making decisions about the insurance,
consider the Insurer’s Policy wording available from MGA on request.
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Drought total grazing pressure project:
Feral rabbit control

Producers in the following drought impacted regions of SA (see map below) are
now able to get feral rabbit control through the drought support program:

Northern and Yorke
SA Arid Lands
Hills and Fleurieu
Limestone Coast
Murraylands and Riverland
Eyre Peninsula

Producers can get:

Free warren ripping completed by either a contractor, or landholder who will
be reimbursed for their time.
Free 1080 oat bait to be laid in accordance with the label, before and/or after
ripping.
Free calicivirus – if there are rabbits still susceptible in the area.

 

Funding cannot be used to purchase infrastructure, such as excavators to rip
warrens.
 
For more information contact the project coordinator:
Byron Manning – PIRSA Biosecurity Of�cer
Phone: 0411 655 883
Email: byron.manning2@sa.gov.au
 

MORE INFORMATION about rabbit control
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR RESEARCH PARTNERS
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Email

Formed in 2001, the Upper North Farming Systems
(UNFS) Group conducts research trials and provides
extension and networking opportunities for farmers,
agronomists, researchers and primary industry.
 
The UNFS Group covers a diverse geographical area in
the Upper North Region of South Australia. The region
is bordered to the north and east by the pastoral
zones and extends south to the higher rainfall zones
and encompasses the towns of Booleroo Centre,
Crystal Brook, Hallet, Jamestown, Laura,
Peterborough, Nelshaby, Orroroo, Quorn and
Wilmington.
 
The group aims to undertake regular events for its
members and the broader agricultural community in
the region including workshops, crop walks and Hub
events. The feature event on the calendar is the
annual member’s expo. In 2025 this will be a Grain
Automate Expo held at Melrose Showgrounds and
delivered by SPAA and UNFS. 
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